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OF THE 



FUNERAL ORATION 

*pf his Eminence the 

Cardinal DE FLEURt^ 

^ PHONOUNCEU 

At the fokmn Service, which was performed: 
in the Cathedral of Notre-^ame ^t^aris. 
May 2f, 1743. at the Command of the moft 
Chrifti^lXing. By th^ Tzthcr /ie^ J^euvilk^; 
a Jefuitt '^ 

'To which are addecfi^ 

I. A Criticifm upon the Funeral Oration, in a i.eti 
ter from a Gcntlernan to his Friend fSuppofed td b^ 
written by the Abbe des Fontaines. 

IX. A full Refutation of that Criticifm • ,Or a PefencS 
of the Father de Neuvilley addreffed to the-^ar4 
chionefs of jB- — . By the Chevalier de ikT— r^— i "^ . 

III. A Letter to the Marquis of ^ , upon tlip 

Funeral Oration. '^ .{ 

IV. Some Reflexions on the preceding Letter^ "By § 
a Young Lawyer^ \^ 



t & >r D O N: 

l^jrinted for }• Robinson, at the Golden Lion, in LuJgate-Streef. 
. MDCCXLIV. „^.,^^JTHce^^^.6..| 



APPROBATION 

Of THE 

CENSOR ROYAL. 

1HAVE read, by Order of the LordChdth 
cellar y the Funehl Oration of the Cardinal 
DE FxEURy i by Father de Neuvilky of 
the Society of Jcfus: And I have ohferved^ irt^ 
it nothings but what is very, agreeable t9 the 
Sanctity and Majefty oftheTufpit. The whole 
feemedto me anfwer^kle to the ^Dignity of thM 
Subje^5i,^ and to the Reputioiknofthe Chrijiian 
Oraior. 

C O T T E R E L, 

Borhonne. Doftot of thc Houfe and 

May 23. 1743. Society of Sor bonne. 
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HE following Verfion of the celebrated 
. Oraifori Funebre of the Cardinal de 
-■- Flcury, which was the agreeable Amufe- 
ment of Jbme Leifure Hours 1 this Summer 
enjoy dot Paris, / had given over all Thoughts ^ 
of publijbim, when upon my late Return to 
London, / underftood that it had appeared m 
Ehglifh feveral Months ago. Curiofitv how- 
ever prompting me to look tnto that Tranjla^ 
tion, how great was my Surpris^e, when I there 
diCcovered nothing of the Father J^ Neuville, 
except his Name on the Title-Tage! Upon 
comparing it with the pretended Oripndl, I 
found the Tranjlator hadjhewn hmfelf equally 
free from all Manner of Servility to hts Au- 
thor, to Common-Senfe, to Engli{h, and to 
Grammar; that he had altered, if not anni- 
hilated, the Thoughts in almofi every T age, and 
favoured the 'Public with hts own, mjtead 
of the Eloquence of the French Orator. But 

what the Chevalier de M fays m De- 

fence of the F^her de Neuville, ts applicable 
to the Author of the Oration tranHated into 
^^oyx?ci,with very little Variation. For' thoje 

< Boldnefes of Style, thofe Inver/lons of 

< Thra/es, thofe Thoughts apparently diftorted 
' or deftroyed, thofe Tafages, where the Senfe 

< is broke of, or fufpended, ox m^^c^on- 
* Senfe, in which the Piece in §>ueJlion abounds 

. . A 2 ^'^^ 
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( iv ) 
^ and thofe feeming falfe ConftruBions ^ all 

* thefe, I fay^ confiitute the Style peculiar to 

* the Genius. Leave we timid and frigid 
^ Tranjlatoys to fubje£f them/elves to their 
^ Originals, to the common Ufages of Language: 
' But a delicate, fine, ingenious Tranflator 
^ makes always the Performance his own, and 
' forms always a Language to himfelf Such 
^ is the Manner of that Tranjlator : He muft 

* be guejfed at\ and is guejfed at. ' In a Word, 
his Oration is fomething fo far beyond a mere 
Tranflation, that it is in every refpe£t an Ori- 
ginal, nor has the Father de Neuville the leaji 
Title to any of the Glory of it. 

Juftice therefor to the Name of that Stranger, 
whofe Nation is (h noted for Volitenejs to 
Strangers^ and a T)e(ire to vindicate our own 
Countrymen from any contrary Imputation $ 
thefe were the Motives of prefenting to the 
Public this Tranflation of that Tiece of Elo- 
quence, which made fo great Noife abroad^ 
and afforded Exercife for the Tens of the 
mofl celebrated Wits of France. 

To the Funeral Oration / have fubjoined a 
few of their Criticifms Upon it, which I pre- 
fume will not be difagreeable, as in them we 
fee all that can be f aid againji its Author^ 
we fee him appear the more original, by their 
Attempts to prove him a Tiagiary ^ we fee the 
Envy, the Malice, the Vanity of the Critics 
more confpicuous than the Faults they impute 
to the Orator, or the T^efe^s of the fever al 
Taffages of his Terformance, which they en- 
deavour to turn into Ridicule. How eager are 
they to point out the Blemijhes, but how feldom 
do they take T(iins to fpecify the Beauties of 

the 
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the ObjeSi ofCriticifmj which y though perhaps 
more difficult than the other y is no lefs the 
^uty of a Critic ! The Funeral Oration has 
doubt lefs its Imperfe^ions'y {was there ever a 
Tiece without fome?) but it is ecjually evident 
to every candid and judicious Reader, that 
its Excellences infinitely exceed them in Num- 
ber as well as degree. It were no hard Mat- 
ter to criticize upon the Criticifms, and to 
vindicate the Orator from many of the Charges 
brought againji him-. But as this would make 
me exceed the propofed Bounds ^ IJhall only fay 
with the inimitable Pope, 

Great Wits fometimes may glorioufly ofFcnd, 
And rife to Faults true Critics dare not mend ; 
From vulgar Bounds with brave Diforder part, 
An4 fnatch a Grace beybnd the^Reach of Art, 
. Which, without paffing through the Judgn^eqt, gains 
. The Heai:t,. ^nd all its End at once. attains.' . 
In Profpefts thus fome Objcds pleafe our Eyes, 
Which out of Nature's common Order rife. 
The (hapelefs Rock, or hanging Precipice. 



! 



In fine ^ this Tranfiation will, I hope, be found 
his to whom it is afcribed, having endeavoured 
to keep as clofe to-the Original-, as the Idioms 
of the Languages would permit i and that not 
only to prefer ve the Senfe of our Orator, but 
alfo the Beauties of his Eloquence, and even 
his Style and his Manner 5 which is abfolutely 
necejfary in a Work of this Nature, and with- 
out which the Criticifms would be unintelli- 
gible as well as impertinent. 

THE 
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Page 6. L 4. ibr Silences read Silence. P. 29. I. 58. for^^o^ 
iteA giving. P. 31. 1. 17. for engaging read freventing. P. 32* 
L 1 8, ibr X>#/i((A/ read DeUgbts. 
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THE 

FUNERAL ORATION 

Of his £ M I N E N c E the 

Cardinal de FLEU RT^ 
Minifter of State, ^c. 



Prov. iii. 13, 16, 17. 

Happy is the Man that findeth JVifdom. . • 

Length of Days is in her Right Handy 

ana in her Left Hand Riches and Ho-- 

nour. Her Ways are Ways of P lea- 

fantnefsy and all her Paths are Peace^ 

TH U S it is that the wifeft of Kings reprefents 
to us Wifdom, as the fruitful Source, whence 
fk)w Peace of Mind, Tranquillity of Soul, the 
Sweets and Satisfadtions of Life, all the Enjoyments 
that are worthy of obtaining the Efteem of Reafon, and 
of ingrofiing the Defires of the Heart. Happy is the 
Man, cries he, wba findeth JVifdom. At Freedom, 
Mafter of himfelf, in a profound Calm, he fees his 
Days clear and ferene, undifturbed with Clouds and Tem- 
pefts, multiplied and reproduced, to the End that he 
may tafte upon Earth the Firft Fruits of the Immortality 
that awaits him in Heaven. Length of Days is in her 
Right Hand. Treafures of Wealth and Honour prevent 
his Wiflies without exciting them ; he receives them 
without fceking after them. As he is rich without Opu- 
lence, refpedled without Titles and without Dignities ; 

B the 
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tKc darkcft Obfcurity would not diminifh the Lultre 
of his Name; and at the Height of the mod exalted 
Elevation, he (hall fhew himfelf greater tHan his Great- 
nefs. In her t^eft Hand Riches and Honour. In what- 
ever Tload he walks, Ages the moft remote Aall coirite 
to ftudy the Trace of his Steps, to learn that it is not 
Events, but the Head and the Heart that conftitute the 
Great Man ; that to command the Attention and Ho- 
mage of Nations, Virtue alone is fufficient, and has no 
Need of Fortune. Her Ways are Ways of Pleafantnefs. 
As he abhors Tumult and reftlefs Commotions, he loves 
no Viftories but the Triumphs of Perfuafionand Equity ; 
no Conquefts but the Heart and Confidence of Nations ; 
no Rewards, no Felicity, but the Pleafure of cement- 
ing, of perpetuating the Empire of Peace, and of fuc- 
ceeding in his Labours for the Happinefs of Mankind. 
AllberTatbs are Peace. 

Could Solomon^ O Chriftians, forefee what was to 
come, or was Futurity unveiled before him ? In this 
Pifture of the wife Man he has been tracing, do you 
not difcover the wife Man we regret ; his pacific De- 
figns, his Titles, his Dignities, his Honours, the long 
Duration and conftant Profperity of his Days ? Length 

of Days Honour and Riches Ways of Pleafant- 

nefs Paths of Peace. 

Did I appear in the Temple only to pay a Tribute of 
Praife to the Memory of tliat wife Minifter, what would 
there remain for me to fay, after what I have faid ? 
His Elogium, though hardly begun, (hould it not 
appear finiftied ? But I am animated by another View ; 
I come not fo much to praife as to inftruft ; or rather, 
I come to join Inftruftion to Elogy, and by the Praifes 
of the Wife Man to move you to the Love of Wifdom. 

I mean that true, that folid, that real Wildom, 
which proportions the Views, the Motions, the Steps 
CO the Variety of Conjundtures, to the Importance of 
Employments, to the Difference of Situations, to the 
Multiplicity of Obligations ; that Wifdom which knows 
neither Talents mifplaced^ extravagant Projefts, nor 
Virtues carried to Extreme j that Wifdom which im* 

prints 
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prints upon the whole Conduft that Charaftcr of Order, 
of Decency, of Decorum, without which. Talents be- 
come Defedbs, Virtues are but Vices ; Titles and Dig- 
nities honour not a Man, a Man difhonours Dignities 
and Titles. 

Though Churches and Academies daily refound with 
Leflbns adapted to teach this Wifdom, yet rare, very 
rare are the Examples capable of perfuading it. On6. 
excellent Pattern of it, however. Providence has lately 
afforded us in the Perfon of the Moft High and Po- 
tent Lord Andrew-Hercules de Fleury,- formerly Bijhop 
^Frejus, Preceptor to the IGngj Cardinal of the Holy 
Roman Churchy Mtnijler of State. Here let us paufe. 
Leave we the giddy and inconfiderate People to judge 
of a Minifter by the Iflues of his Miniftry -, to decide 
of his Merit and Talents by Fortune and by Succefs. 
Let us ftudy the Man in the Man himfdf. Let us for- 
get what he has done for the H^pinefs and Advantage 
of the State, What do I fay ? Let us remember that 
the great, the important, the eltential Services he did 
the State, confift in the immortal Examples of his 
Wifdom, hjs Prudence, his Moderation. 

For I call it ferving the State, and ferving it for a 
Series of Ages, to confound, to banilh, and to bring 
into eternal Infamy in the Spirit of a Nation, the mean 
and groveling Ambition, that goes to Honours by 
Ways that make Virtue blufli, the indolent or prefump- 
tuous Ambition, that lies inadlive in Honours without 
Zeal, or Capacity to fuftain their Weight •, the crimi- 
nal and fatal Ambition, that makes no other-ufe of Ho- 
nours but to give itfelf up with Impunity to the lawlefs 
Liberty of the Paflions. But what Example more ca- 
pable than that of the Cardinal de Fleury, to excite, 
to diffufe in a State, a noble Emulation of Services, <of 
Talents, and of Virtues ? The Cardinal de Fleury 
ever guided, conducted, animated by Wifdom, arrives 
at Honours by the Way of Merit and Services; he 
renders his Honours ufeful to his Country by his Ta- 
lents, and by the Ufe of his Talents ; he adds a new 
Luftre to his Honours by the Brightnefs of his Virtues. 

Bz la 
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In a Word, the Favour, the Confidence of his Prince, 
obtained by Merit and Services, fupported by Talents, 
illuftrated by Virtues : This fo very lingular Ch^rader, 
let us endeavour to lay open, for your Inftruftion, for 
the Glory of that wife Minifter, ^nd for the Honour 
of Humanity. 

Shall I need. Gentlemen, to defire your favourable 
Attention ? I know that in vulgar Minds, Encomium 
ufes to offend the jealous Delicacy of Self- Love, equal- 
ly mortified by the Recital of the Virtues it has not, 
and by the Cenfure of the Defefts, whereof it is con- 
fcious. I know that with Refpeft to thofe Men who 
were the Depofitaries of Fervours, Pride endeavours to 
fatisfy itfelf, by taking Vengeance -on the Perfon, for 
the fervile Homage, it fo often laviflied upon Fortune*, 
that with the more Meannefs it cringed, it rifes with 
the greater Fury ; without perceiving that after having 
difhonoure*d itfelf by the mercenary and felf-interefted 
Praifes, it diftionours itfelf ftill more Ihamefully by the 
Gall and Bitternefs or the Satyr ; that what it calls 
the Return of Reafon and Reflexion, is no more than 
the Blemifh of a fecond Vice, added to the Difgrace 
of the former. But the Noblenefs, the Elevation of 
your Sentiments, fecures you fropi the Indignity of fo 
injurious a Sufpicion. You will fee with Pleafure, 
Merit and Services arrive at Honours, Talents dif- 
clofed by them. Virtues fliine in them ; every where, 
the Citizen and the Chriftian, the Minifter and the 
Bifhop, fignalize themfelves by diftinguiftied Inftances 
of Wifdom and Religion. 

PARTI. 

To arrive at the mofl: eminent Dignities of the 
Church and State, to enjoy all the Titles and Honours 
that Priefthood and Empire can beflow ; when Provi- 
dence is pleafed to prefent to the World thefe Prodigies 
of Elevation ; ftraightway Ambition, eager to propofe 
to itfelf a Model eafy to be imitated ; Envy impatient 
to confolc itfelf for its Obfcurity, and interefted to 

perfuade 
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2)erfaade itfelf that Fortune thwarts its Wiflies, only 
l)ec^ufe Fortune is wont to fly Merit •, Curiofity malig* 
nant and penetrating, the Prejudices of the Mind, the 
Paflions of the Heart, unite their Sufpicions, their 
Conjeftures, their cenforious Reflexions, their Intel- 
ligences, their pretended Difcoveries. And becaufe 
the Hiftory of Monarchies prefents for one Jofeph^ 
inore than one Haman ; for one Davidy more than one 
Abfahm ; for one Judas Maccabeus^ more than one 
Joab ; they will have it, that no high Fortune can be 
attained innocently : Or, if they difcover no Crime, 
no Perfidy, they form to themfelves an arbitrary Syf- 
tem of political Intrigues, of meanly purchafed Pro- 
tedions, of artfully managed Cabals : Refources Va- 
nity contrives, that if it lofe the Pleafure of blaming, 
of cenfuring, it may efcape the painful NcceflTity of 
commending and applauding. Trace the Cardinal db 
Fleury, ftudy the Beginning, the fuccefliveProgrefs of 
his Elevation, and youMl apply to him thefe Words 
of the Book of Wifdom : All Good 'Things together 
came to me with IVtfdomy and innumerable Riches in her 
Hands. 

In Effect, was he one of thofe Men whom a happy 
Occafion, an unforefeen Circumfl:ance, the Adiviry of 
a bold Ambition eager to hatten the Moment of For- 
tune, places all of a fudden at the Head of an Empire, 
aftoniflied to fee them with one Bound o'erleap the Im- 
menfity of the Diftance, and appear at the End of the 
Race, before they have begun to run it ? A quite 
different Prodigy ftruck Europe in the Elevation of 
the Cardinal de Fleury/ If he goes to the firft Eni- 
ployments of the State, he goes to them fo flowly, 
that he only arrives at them at laft, carried along by 
the Courfe of Events. He feeks not Dignities, he 
contents himfelf with waiting for them ; he waits not 
fo mufch for them, as he is waited for by them : He 
goes not fo much ,to Honours, as Honours come to 
him ; He who bad declined, to come to Dignity y Dignity 
comes to him. 

Will 
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Will it be pretended that he was one of thofe Men, 
'whofe profound and diffembled Ambition forms the 
Texture, and ties the Thread of its Intrigues in Shade 
and' -Silences 5 envelops itfelf in a Circle of dark 
Schemes, of unknown Motions; fhuns the Eyes of 
Competitors, efcapes their Penetration, and declares 
its Defigns, only by the Glare of their Succefs ? In 
the Elevation of the Cardinal de Flecjry, no Veils, no 
Clouds, no Myfteries. We fee one Employment lead 
to another Employment j one Dignity pave the Way 
for another Dignity ; his Elevation grow by Degrees, 
give notice to Envy, give it Time to mutter its Forces, 
and deprive it of all Hopes of fucceeding. 

Shall his Elevation be looked upon as an EfFcft of 
Chance ? Chance, empty Word, invented by Igno- 
rance to cover its Shame, adopted by Impiety to defend 
it againft Reafon, ufed by timorous and political 
Malignity, to cenfure the Choice of the Prince with- 
out Danger. Chance is nothing •, it can do nothing : 
Every Thing has its Caufe, its Principle. The Prin- 
ciple of the Elevation of the Cardinal de Fleury, 
. was Merit ; a Merit known, cfteemed, approved ; a 
Merit that rifes to the moft diftinguilhed Employ, 
men-s, only by fhewing itfelf fuperior to the Places 
it occupies. 

I fay a Merit known, efteemed, approved. After 
having acquired the Riches of Litterature, drawn from 
their Source the Beauties of the Language of Rom^ 
and Alberts^ dived into the awful Depths of Reli- 
gion, the Abbe de Fleury appears at Court with 
that happy Phyfiognomy, that I don't know what 
Gift from Heaven, God imprints on the Forehead 
of thofe Men, whom he prepares for exalted Sta- 
tions. There, on that changing and fludluating Stage, 
where the Sciene fhifts every Mr^ment, where under 
the Appearance of Reft, reigns the moft rapid Mo- 
tion ; in that Region of hidden Intrigues, of dark 
Perfidies, of deep and deliberate Wickednefs ; where 
Men (hew Refpeft without efteeming, applaud witlf- 
Qut approving, fervc without loving, hurt without 

hating. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I ; :i 

Ihatingi offer themfelves out of Vanity, promife them- 
fekes out of Policy, give up themfelves out of In- 
tereft, engage themfelves without Sincerity, withdraw 
themfelves, abandon without Decency and without 
Shame. In that Labyrinth of crooked Windings^ 
where Prudence walks in Hazard, where the Road of 
Profperity fo often leads to Misfortune, where the 
Qualities neceff\ry for Promotion, are an Obftacle to- 
wards the attaining it ; where you efcape Contempt, 
only by incurring Hatred ; where modeft Merit is 
forgot, becaufe it does not declare itfelf ; where Merit 
that fhews itfelf, is fet afide, and oppreffed, becaufe 
it is dreaded •, where the happy have no Friends, fincc 
there remain none to the unfortunate. There, from 
the firft Step the Abbe de Fleury makes in thofe 
intricate Paths, one would think he had traced them a 
thoufand Times. The People that inhabit them from 
their Infancy, are not fo well acquainted with them : .- 
The Reafon is plain : Experience, Study, Art, arc 
neceffary only for ordinary Men : Great Geniufes arc 
born whatever they are to be : Time ihews them, it 
unveils them, it does not form them. With one 
Glance, the Abbe de Fleury penetrates into the Secret 
of all Cabals, he lays hold of the Knot of all In- 
trigues, he difcerns the Competition and Oppofition of 
all Interefts. He brings to Court the Talents that 
are ufually fought there, he catches none of the Vices 
it is accuftomed to beftow. As he is happy in join- 
ing the Complaifance, the Dexterity of the Courtier, 
with the Probity of the honeft Man, he has the Gift 
of pleafing without Forwardnefs, of paying* Refpeft 
without Meannefs, of praifing without Flattery, of 
adhering to Merit, and Ihewing fome, of gainirtg 
Friends and preferving them. Societies of the fineft, 
the moft delicate, the moft difficult Tafte, receive 
him, call him, invite him. The Houfes of the Great, 
the Palaces of Princes, the Cabinets of Minifters are open 
to the Abbe de Fleury ; he finds in them Efteem, 
Friendfliip, Confidence, Oppofite Faftions unmaflc 
before him, without fearing cither the Miftakes of In- 

difcretion 
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difcretion, or the Perfidioufnefs of Intereft ; he wi« 
all Hearts, he obtains univerfal Approbation. 

What Schemes would a vain and ambitious Mindj 
have conceived in fuch Circumftances ! With whaj 
Dreams, with what Phantoms, of Power- and Profpe^ 
rity would it have been inebriated ! The wife Man, orj 
the contrary, confines his Thoughts to the difcharging 
of his Duty, he leaves to Heaven the Care of order^ 
ing Fortune. When raifed to the Epifcopacy, I fee 
that learned, polite, affable, engaging Man, the Dar- 
ling of the Court, bury himfelf in the .Mountains of 
Provence. Solely taken up in maintaining Order in 
his Diocefe, in inflilling the Spirit of the Priefthood 
into the Minds of the young Difciples, the Hope of 
the Sanftuary ; in proving their Vocation ; in watch- 
ing over their Manners and their Studies ; in diving 
into the utmoft RecelTcs of their Bias and Inclinations; 
in encouraging their Talents, and in employing them; 
in informing himfelf of Abufes, and in reforming 
them 5 in obviating the Dangers of the Faith, and in 
removing them^ in learning the Wants of his People, 
and in relieving them ; in rooting out Scandals, and 
in correfting them v in reuniting divided Families, in 
fandifying them ; in reftoring the Decency, the Ma- 
jefty of public Worfhip, and in augmenting it ; in 
guiding Fervour concealed in the Shade of the Deferr, 
and in perfecting it. His Tendernefs, his Vigilance, 
fpeak him the Father, the Paftor. So natural in his Be- 
haviour, fofimple in his Expreffions, you would be apt 
to fay he has feen no other People ; that thofe Moun- 
tains were his Cradle, that he knows no more than they 
have been able to teach him. His Talents become 
ufelefs to him, he forgets them, he knows them not; 
Occafion requires them, he finds them again. 

The Duke of Savoy ^ after feeing his Capital on the 
Point of falling under our Arms, of becoming by 
an unforefeen Revolution, the fatal Bound of our Tri- 
umphs ; carried along by the Torrent of our Misfor- 
tunes, and of his SuccefTes, he penetrates into our Pro- 
vinces. How fliall the Bifhop of Frejus behave in fo 

ticklilh 
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ticklifli a Situation ? Fear neither the Imprudence of 
a Steadinefs too auftere, nor the Meannefs of a cring- 
ing and fearful Policy. Guided by Wifdom, he 
Ihall carry to the Duke of Savoy the Tribute of Re- 
fpeA and Complaifance that is due to all Thrones ; 
fakhful to his Mailer, he will not difhonour the French 
Name, by paying daftardly Homage to Fortune; 
His refpeftful and prudent Behavour draw upon him 
the Eyes, and gain him the Good Graces of the Prince; 
a noble Freedom wins him his Efteem : He refufes to 
call himfejf his Subjecfl, and he is not treated as an 
Enemy ; he difarms Viftory, without fubmitting to 
the Viftor : By a complaifant CondudV, which Verfailles 
approves, by a fteady Conduct, which ^urin ap- 
plauds, he fignalizes his Zeal for his King, and faves 
his Peopje from the Fury of War. 

Happy People, and worthy to be happy ! You 
have taken Care that the Memory of this Benefit 
fliould never die amongft you ; that through the Space 
of Ages, it fhould arrive to your latcft Pofterity ; 
that each revolving Year fhould bring back the Day 
confecrated to your Gratitude. Your kindeft Wifhes 
bad been fulfilled, liad Heaven preferved You your Pro- 
tedor. But a vafter Career was due to fo many Talents 
the Moment was approaching, when that fo modefl: 
Merit was to be unveiled before the Eyes of the 
whole World, and by all the Services that a Subject 
can render to his King, to fliew itfelf worthy ot all 
that a King can do for his Subjed:. 

Lewis XIV. that Monarch, the Glory of his People 
and ot his Age, the Glory of Religion and of the State, 
more a Hero in the Decline of Years and Profpe- 
rity, than in the Bloom of his Youth and of his Vic- 
tories*, whofe Virtue proved by Misfortune, forced 
Fortune at length to blufli at her Inconftancy, made 
her know her Weaknefs, taught her that it belongs to 
her neither to give, nor to take away true Greatnefs. 
Lewis XIV. had feen his numerous Pofterity pafs away 
as a Shadow: Alone in his immcnfe Palaces, he feems 
to furvive himfelf : His Eyes on the point of clofing 
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for ever, perceive in the Room of fo many Flowers 
cropt in their Spring, but one Flower fcarce blown, 
weak, trembling, almoft devoured by the Blaft that| 
had confumed, withered To many flourifhing Stems. A 
fecond Joajhy the only Remnant of the Race of "Da- 
vidy fnacched out of the Wrack of his auguft Houfe, 
hardly able to make way through the Ruins under 
which he feemed buried. In this Child are united the 
AfFe6lioi:is of his Heart and the Views of his Mind, 
the Tendernefs of a Father, and the Projefts of a 
King. O could he only by hia Leflons and Example, 
form him in the great Art of Reigning! But Time runs, 
the Grave opens before the Monarch, the Grave ex- 
peds and requires him : He thinks therefore of finding 
a proper Perfon to fupply his Place with his SuccefTor. 
But on whom fliall the Choice fall of that Prince grown 
old in the Study and Knowledge of Men; of that 
Prince, whofe Choice of the Bofuets and Fenelons^ 
had proved and done Honour to his Judgment.? He 
fends for the Bifhop of Frejus: To him he commits 
the Fate of his Family and Kingdom. 

Here fliould I not finifh my Difcourfe? The Ap- 
probation of the Father, and the Virtues of the Son ; 
Lewis XIV. and Lewis XV. To have merited the 
Confidence of that King who was the Glory of France, 
to have educated for France that King who conftitutes 
the Happinefs of it : To attempt to add to this Elo- 
gium, furely were to weaken it. Indeed, if the no- 
bleft, the happieft Endeavour of the human Mind, is to 
form another Mind, what muft it be to edacate a 
Prince born for the Throne ? 

But what is it to educate a Prince born for the 
Throne? It is in the Quality of a Chriftian, to imprint 
deeply on the Mind, and to cftablifh in the Heart of a 
young Prince, thofe great and fublime Maxims which 
St. Auguftine fets forth with fo much Energy in his 
B- oks of the City of God: That the Greatnefs of Kings 
confifts in their remembering, that though Kings to the 
People, they are but Men before God : Si fe homines 
7)ieminerint: In maintaining the Rights of Religion as 

ileadily 
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fteadily as the Interefts of the Crown : Si fuam potefta* 
tern ad Dei cultum, majeftati ejus famulam faciant. 
That the King truly King, is not the Prince who ex- 
tends his Dominion, but he who muhiplies his Vir- 
tues ; Not the Prince who commands the World, but 
he who commands his Paffions : Not the Prince, who 
leaves his Name in earthly Records, but he whofe 
Name fhall be written in the Book of Life: Not the 
Prince whofe Fortune fulfils and prevents his Defires, 
but he who wants only God, who feeks only God, who 
is King only for God : Si Deum timent^ diligunt^ colunt -, 
fi malunt cupiditatihus quam gentibus imperare^ tales im- 
pratores felices dicimus. 

What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
It is in Quality of a virtuous Citizen, to engrave on 
the inmoft Receflts of his Soul, thofe immutable Prin- 
ciples of Order and Equity, whence the reciprocal 
Engagements of Empire and Obedience, of Autho- 
rity and Allegiance, of Prince and Subjeft, derive 
their Stability, their Invariablenefs : That the People 
are to the King, what the King is for the People ; 
that the Prince is no lefs born to obey Reafon, than to 
command Men •, that a Matter without Moderation 
and without Equity, would no lefs violate the Laws of 
Society, than a People without Submiffion, and with- 
out Fidelity. 

' What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
It is as a faithful Subjedb, to trace out to him the Roads 
of true Glory ; to tell him what never will be told him 
again, that the Purple, the Diadem borrow their 
higheft Luftre from the Brightnefs of the Virtues ; that 
Merit alone attrafts Applaufe, that Dignity extorts 
only Adulation, more dilhonourable to the Prince that 
loves it, than to the Courtier that laviflies it on him. 

What is it to educate a Prince born for the Throne ? 
It is to form to him a Merit, compofed of all Sorts of 
Merits. A King has all Kinds of Duties to difcharge; 
he has need of all Manner of Talents and Virtues 
united, collefted, blended in fo perfed a Mixture, that 
M'jcfty do not take away Confidence, that Affability 
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diminifli not Refpccl ; that Authority cramp nof 
Liberty, that Goodnefs do not weaken the Vigour to 
Command > that Juftice do not confine Clemency, 
that Lenity give no Encouragement to the Hopes of 
Impunity •, that Bravery do not difturb the Quiet of 
the World, that the Love of Peace fufFer no Injury 
to the Intcrefts and Reputation of the State ; that 
Vivacity do not precipitate the Execution of Projefts, 
that Wifdom lofe none of the rapid Moments that de- 
cide the Fate of Empires. Nay I know not but to 
reign requires all the Qualiries of the Mind and of the 
Hv^art. Are fewer requifite tor teaching a Prince to 
reign ? I would not venture to fay fo ; it is perhaps 
as difficult to form a great King, as to be one. 

And if it is fo difficult to educate a Prince born 
for the Throne, what muft it be to (Educate a Prince 
already King? neodoftus vmdtxcA Arcadius and Ho' 
norius docil to the Lefifons of Arfenius. A Word, a 
Look of Lewh XIV. that King, as much King in his 
Family, as in his Kingdom, feconded the Genius of 
the Bofuets and Fenelons. A. Child, whom the Throne 
awaits, is not ignorant that he has a Mafter ; a Child 
who fills the Throne, is he ignorant that he is King? 
The Heart and the Paflions give him early Notice, 
I know not how, of his Greatnefs •, he taftes it before he 
knows it. To what Dangers is a Prince's Virtue ex- 
pofed by a too fudden Elevation ! What Genius 
ftiall unite fufficient Parts, Wifdom, Prudence, Cir- 
cumfpcvftion. Dexterity, to reprove his King without 
difpleafing him ; to contradift him without provoking 
him \ to reconcile Stcadinefs with Complaifance, Au- 
thority with Refpccl, the Tone of Matter with the 
SubmitTion of Subjedl ? 

. Whilft I am tracing this Sketch, every one of you 
is na^ming the Bifhop of Frejus. Here you fee him 
fuch as he was abojt our young Monarch. It was 
by no means that weak, timorous Education, that foft- 
cns, that enervates the Mind ; that gives up the Heart! 
to its Defires, the Humour to its Sallies, the Ima-l 
gination to its Ravings, and the Wit to its Incon- 
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ftancy ; that being only afliduous to pleafe, dares 
neither to point out Reafon, nor to perfuade Duty ; 
and is not aftianried to purchafe the Favour of an au- 
guft Pupil, at the Expence of his Virtues and his 
Merit. You may remember the Acclamations with 
which Europe rung, upon Sight of the King in his 
moft tender Years, in the Firft- Fruits, and as it were 
the Effay of his Reign. Even then a Pattern of Piety, 
of Meeknefs, of Difcretion, of that Merit which the 
Scripture looks upon as the proper Merit of Kings ; 
that Fund of Wifdom and Prudence, the Merit of the 
Underftanding •, that Fund of Goodnefs and Hu- 
manity, the Merit of the Heart. 

It was by no Means that gloomy, fierce, auftere 
Education, whereof the dull and harfh Leffons ex- 
tinguifh the Fire of the Imagination, vitiate the En- 
dowments of the Mind, and provoke the Aftivity of the 
Paflions. It was that inimitable Talent of taking away 
from Precepts their Drynel^, their Aridity •, of oc-^ 
cupying the Mind without fatiguing it, of fixing it 
without confining -it; of inviting it by the Bait of 
Pleafure, of alluring it by the Taftc of Novelty, of 
filling it with the Defire of knowing what it ought to 
learn, of infinuating rather than teaching ; of giving 
to Difcourfes, Soul, Life, Sentiment. 

It was by no Means that Education of worldly and 
profane WiOom, which leaves a Prince ignorant of 
nothing, except of that it moft concerns him to know, 
the Precepts, the Principles of his Religion. Shall 
I fay that the Bilhop of Frejus was throughly fenfible, 
convinced of the Truth, the Divinity, the Holinefs of 
the Chrijlian Faith ? Good God, to what Times haft 
thou referved us, if fuch Circumftances as thefe muft 
enter into his Elogy ! He had a thoufand Virtues that 
did Honour to his Age: How melancholy a Thing 
it is, that the Vices and Depravation of his Age, 
augment the Value and Merit of his Virtues! Un- 
happy Age, wherein Ignorance and Pride emuloufly 
quaff the Poifon of Impiety in the Cup of Sedudion, 
which the Paflions ^nd Pleafure prefent to them ! Age 
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oF Blindnefs and Fatal Darknefs, wherein the Mind 
carried away by the imperious and too bewitching 
Allurement of a falfe Liberty, loves to plunge itfelf 
into the bottom lefs Abyfs of extravagant and rafh 
Speculations ; to wahder in a Maze of captious So- 
phifms, where it needs mud lofe itfelf, and never be 
found again ! Of this the Bifliop of Frejus dreaded 
the Danger and Contagion. He well knew that the , 
Interefts, the Defires of the Court confpire againft the 
Virtues and Religion of the Prince. With what 
Care did he apply himfelf therefore to paint' to him 
Irreligion in its true Colours ? to fhew it him as it is : 
Uneafinefs of Mind, Deafnefs to Reafon, the Bait of 
Libertinifm in the Heart;, the Defire of Impunity in 
the Paffions ; favourable to Vice, which it renders 
void of Fear ; difmal for Probity, which it leaves 
without Hope : Strange Medley of fluftuating and un- 
certain Opinions, which the honed Man cannot adopt, 
without incurring the Neceffity of being foon put to 
the Blufli, either for his Heart corrupted by his Per- 
fuafions, or for his Virtues contradided by his Syllem ! 
How often did he reprefent to him, that Religion is 
the firmed Prop of Authority, the Support of the 
Laws, the Soul of the State ; that to fecure the corn- 
man Felicity, it were fufficient to give to the People 
Maders, and to the Princes People, trained up in the 

School of Religion ? What immortal Thanks 

do we owe to Providence, which has blefled us with 
a King who loves Religion, as a Chridian ; who loves 
Religion, as a King. Religion fet in its mod amiable 
Light, by fo able a Hand, pleafed the young Mo- 
narch -, he opened his Soul to it : As Religion gives 
the Qualities of the Heart ; with Religion entered 
Gratitude, Confidence, Friendfliip, % 

Frienddiipl And I fpeak of a King! Until our 
Days, the Throne too much open to Paflions, has 
feemed inacceflible to Sentiment. The Condition of 
Princes was pitied -, they might, th?y had Reafon to 
envy the Lot of the Man of low Birth, condemned 
to grovel in the Dud. If the latter tades the Sweets 

of 
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of pure and ingenuous Friendfliip, is he not fuffi- 
ciently revenged for all the Affronts of Fortune? 
Whereas the greateft Monarch, without Friends, (hall 
live without Satisfadtions. Let Princes no more accufc 
their Rank, their Dignity ; they have nothing to 
complain of^ but their Heart. It was referved for 
Lewis, to teach Kings, that Friendfhip is by no 
Means a Virtue, that debafes them ; that it is by no 
Means a Happinefs denied them by Heaven. It 
was referved for the Biftiop of Frejus, to teach Maru 
kind, that a Subjeft • may afpire at gaining the Heart 
of his Matter. 

Noble, and ilhiftrious Reward ! which fully fatisficd 
the Wifhes of the Biftiop of Frejus\ but was not fufS- 
cient for the Monarch's Gratitude. Being called to 
Council, honoured with the Roman Purple, com- 
miflioned, under the Orders of the Prince, to take 
Care of the Welfare of the State ; to complete his 
good Fortune, the Cardinal de Fleury owes the 
Eftecm, the Confidence of the King, only to his own 
Merit and Virtues •, he owes his Elevation, only to 
the Efteem and Confidence of the King ; of that King, 
profound in his Defigns, impenetrable in his Projeds, 
conftant in his Refolutions ; of that King, whofe juft, 
wife, fteady, aftive, penetrating Genius fupports the 
Weight of Affairs, without Perplexity, prcfides with- 
out Trouble and without Uneafinefs, at the vaft mul- 
tiplicity of them ; of that King, whom we fee dare, 
fcorn the combined Efforts of Europe^ as far from 
fearing War out of Softnefs, as from loving it out of 
Ambition. How many other Reigns have borrowed 
their Glory from the Genius of the Perfons called to 
the Adipiniftration of public Affairs: In this, it is 
the Qualities of the Monarch that conftitute the Glory 
of the Minifter. The Merit of the Matter declares 
the Merit of the Subjeft, The lefs the Cardinal de 
Fleury was neceffary, the more glorious will it be 
for him, that fo great a King thought him ufeful for 
the Good or his Kingdom. 

Return 
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Return therefore, Gentlemen, return now to the. 
Cardinal de Fleury. I h^ve pointed out to you the 
Paths wherein he trod. Far from perceiving the Im- 
pulfes, the Intrigues, the Plots of covetous and reftlefs 
Ambition, you will fee only Merit, proved in the moft 
ticklifh Employments, fignalized by the moft important 
Services, modeft, peaceable, quiet, content with 
what it is, without Eagernefs to attain what ic is not, 
rife to Preferment, the Work of Virtue alone, ftamp'd 
with the Image and Seal of Wifdom. All good Things 
togetbir came Jo me with fPYdom^ and innumerable Riches 
in her Hands. 

Being now informed of the Road the Wife Man takes 
to arrive at Honours, learn from the Exaniple of the 
Cardinal de Fleury, how the Wife Man renders his 
Honours ufeful tp his Country by his Talents, and by 
the Ufe of his Talents. 

P A R- T II. 

However difficult it may be to arrive at the firft Em- 
ployments with the Eftecm and Applaufe of the People, 
it is ftill more difficult to fupport than to bring a creat 
Reputation. Honoured with the Confidence of the 
King, the Cardinal de Fleury is not long before he 
juftifies the Choice of the Prince by his Talents ; by 
Talents, the moft ufeful, the moft neceffary, to the 
Happinefs and Profperity of the State. 

Such a Figure as thofe Geniufes make in the learned 
World, that are as far above the Man of Parts as the 
Man pf Parts is above the People ; thofe Men, whofe 
lively, fertile, elevated Imagination produces without 
Difficulty thofe happy Turns, thofe fine and delicate 
Reflexions, thofe bold Strokes, that Great, that Mov- 
ing, that Sublime, which ravi(hes, which touches, which 
tranfports, which enchants; the Beauties of their Style, 
Beauties plain and natural, Beauties noble and exalted, 
have all theEmbellifhment, all the Ornaments of Art; 
but none of the Conftraint and Servitude cf ic. No- 
thingfavoursofEfFort, of Labour. Such in the Order of 

Intelligences 
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Intelligences deftined to move the Springs of States, juft 
fuch a Figure made the Cardinal de Fleury. 
To him Schemes prefent themfelves difcufled, fo to 
fpeak, and concerted ; Affairs unraveled and laid open. 
Difficulties cleared up and furmounted. He has been 
feen without Study, without Preparation, to diftate 
the moft important Difpatches, with a Copioufnefs, a 
fo rapid Succeflion of Ideas, with a Diftindpefs and 
Accuracy of Expreffion, with fo clofe a Concatenation, 
and Contexture of Fafts and Arguments, that he feem- 
ed to read a Difpatch throughly canvaffed, corredled, 
finilhed with the Leifure of the moft deliberate Attention. 
Does an unforefeen Event interrupt him in the Courfe 
of his Work? He lends himfelf to a new Objeft, with- 
out quitting the former; his Mind enlarges according 
to the Necetfity of Conjunftures ; Ideas multiply with- 
out Confufibn -, or rather, he abandons the firft Ideas ; he 
takes no Pains to fix them, becaufe he is not afraid of 
lofing them: Reftored to himfelf, he refumes his 
Rout without being obliged to go back, without 
Danger of repeating what he has faid, or omiting what 
he has nOt. 

That which flows with fuch Impetuofity, will it not 
vanifh with equal Swiftnefs? No, Gentlemen; 
Nothing gives Trouble to the Cardinal de Fleury, 
Nothing efcap'-s him. His pliant Memory, ready to 
receive the Traces, faithful in preferving them, exa<5t 
in rcprefvHting them, knows no Difference between the 
Paft and the Prefent ; he fees again what he has feen, 
he hears what he has heard, he anfwers what he has an- 
fwered •, what fhall have flipt out of your Remembrance, 
of your Precenfions, of your Interefts, of your Motives, 
of your Proceedings, you (hall find again in the Mind 
of the Cardinal de Fleury : What he once has learnt, 
he fhall always be in Condition to impart to the Mailer 
who taught it him. . 

Hence that Peace, that Calm, that Tranquillity, 
whofe fmiling, gentle, amiable ImprefTion difFafed 
itfelf around. Schemes formed, digefted by a flow 
and dull Meditation, leave in the Look, in the Be- 
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haviour, the Trace, and as it were the Counter-Blow of 
the painful Efforts that cccafion them. The Mind 
exhaufted falls back upon itfelf, having no longer 
fufRcient Strength, Motion, and Life to get out of the 
Abyfs of its profound Mufings. Did ever any one 
fee in the Cardinal de Fleury, that Air of penfive 
and unfociable Recolledion, of uneafy Diftraftions, 
of plodding and laborious Attention, the Lot of Men 
of narrow Capacities, who are always thinking, be- 
caufe they never think with fufEcient Strength and 
Clearnefs ? At whatever Inftant you approach the 
Cardinal de Fleury,, if you want only the Friend, 
the Citizen ; the Minifter, the Statefman difap- 
pear : Undifturbed he will lend himfelf to the Gaiety 
of Converfacion, to the Amufements of Litteratufe, to 
the Detail of News, of public and private Events, 
as if he flood induced of fomewhat to prevent the 
Spleen, or to fill up the Gaps of an ufelefs or unoc- 
cupied Life. 

, Hence that Strength, that conftant and unalterable Vi- 
gour of Mind andConftitution. In thofe exalted Stations, 
there is Danger of a fudden Fall. Thofe Trees that are 
fituated on the Summit of the Mountain, and fo con- 
tinually Ihaken by the Storm and Temped, are foon 
rooted up, and cover the Earth with their Ruins ; the 
inceflant Struggle undermines, confumes, and drains 
the Source of Life in their Veins. The Cardinal de 
Fleury, Mafter of the great Art of giving himfelf 
fucceflively to Labour and Reft, of affuming and lay- 
ing afide at Pleafure the ferious Fart of Schemes and 
Bufinefs, experienced the Truth of thefe Words of 
Scripture: That the Sleep of the truly wife Man is 
a fweer, a peaceful Sleep •, a Sleep of the Soul as well 
as of the Body 5 a Sleep, which, with the Blood, re- 
vives and renews the Mind : TIoou Jhalt lie down^ and 
thy Sleep Jhall be fweet. And indeed we have feen him 
carry to the moft advanced Age, the Fire of Youth, 
the Sallies of Imagination j the Flowers of the Spring 
beyond the Autumn : A merry Heart doth good like a 
Alediciney faith the Scripture : // maketh a gay old Age. 

As 
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As for him. Time flow*d without leaving any Trace 
of its Paffage ; 'each Day reftored, brought back to 
him, what the preceding had taken from him. He 
had almoft accuftomed us to doubt, whether he was 
not excepted from the common Law : And after fo 
long a Life, his Death had all the Wonderful of a Pro- 
digy : He died in a good old Age. 

Hence that impenetrable Secrecy. Too often 
Statefmen, the mofl: diftruftful, the moft cautious, fuf- 
fer themfelves to be guefled at, if they do not difcover 
themfelves ; they fignify their Secret, if they do not 
reveal it \ their Projefts, their Fears, their Hopes are 
read in their Looks, in their very Silence ; they fay 
Nothing, and they conceal Nothing. In vain fhall 
you feek the Secret of State, on the Countenance of 
the Cardinal de Fleury. To judge of the Situation 
of the VefTel, by the Conduft of the Pilot, it fails on 
a Sea unruffled by the fmalleft Blafts ; it is gently car- 
ried along by the Courfe of a River, that glides with 
an uniform Motion. What the Cardinal de Fleury 
has a Mind to hide from the Sufpiciqns, from the 
Conjeftures of Curiofity, he forgets, without forget- 
ting it : His Memory opens to receive it -, it Ihuts 
again, in order not to reftorc it, but when he Ihall 
require it. Thus eafed of the Weight of the Secret, 
he is fubjecl neither to the Danger of telling it, nor to 
the Difficulty of keeping it. 

Hence that Extent, that infinite Variety of Knowledges. 
Commerce, Finances, War, the Marine, Juftice, Reli- 
gion, the Fundions and Prerogatives of Offices, the 
Rights of the Prince and the People, all thefe he was 
obliged to infpeft ; all thefe he knew, as one ought to 
know them in thofe firft Polls, wherein a particular Ge- 
nius ceafes to be Judgment and Reafon -, he knew them 
by great Principles, by general Views. What moft con- 
cerned him to know, who knew it fo much, and fo well as 
He? To weigh the refpedive Power of States, to examine 
the Interefts of Princes, to ftudy their Pretenfions, to 
diftinguifh their Rivalries and Jcaloufies, to fee through 
the Veils wherewith they cover their ambitious Con- 
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du£t, to be thorough Matter of the Manners, the Bias» 
the Humour, the Genius of Nations, to the very 
Names, Talents and Capacity of the particular Pcrfons 
of Eminence in every State. It might be faid of the 
Cardinal de Fleury, that he dwelled in all Parts of 
Europe, that he was educated in all the Courts, that he 
treated with all the Minifters, that he converfed with 
all the learned Men, that he affifted at all the Councils* 
The Ambaffador arrived at Verfailles^ doubts in fome 
fort whether he has l^ft Rome^ Vienna^ London^ Ma- 
drid ; whether he fpeaks to one of his own Prince's 
Minifters, or to the Minifter of the King to whom he 
is fent. And this Knowledge, the moft neceflary, ne- 
verthelefs fo uncommon in thofe that know the moft, 
the Knowledge of Men, was it not the Knowledge of 
the Cardinal de Fleury ? In a Moment's Convcrfa- 
tion, Converfation feemingly general, indifferent, he 
has pierced into the moft fecret Reccffcs of your Heart. 
Counfel in the Heart of Maft is like deep Water y hut a 
Man of Underjianding will draw it out. Equally dex- 
trous in concealing his own Projefts and in penetrating 
into your Defigns, perhaps there was no Man lefs 
known than the Cardinal de Fleury i no Man who 
knew other Men better. 

To fo many Talents of Wit and Genius, add the Ta- 
lents of clear and enlightened Reafon, of true and found 
Policy ; that Talent without which Talents are nothing, 
that of employing and rendering them ufeful to the 
Country. . What Minifter ever fhewed himfelf fo de- 
voted to the public Felicity ? Scarce has the King de- 
clared that he will govern the Kingdom himfelf by the 
Counfels of the Bifhop of Frejus^ when the Spirit of 
Mildnefs and Moderation prefides over the Fate of 
the Empire, and over the Fortune of the Citizen. The 
Debts of the State, the moft ancient Debts, Debts often 
refufed, at laft forgotten, are difcharged with the moft 
religious Exadlnefs. Confidence revives, Money cir- 
culates. What Schemes are devifed, and executed for 
clearing the public Funds, without incroaching upon 
Individuals! No Variation in the Cbinj this fo delicate 
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(Article, the Objeft of fo many Rcmonftrances, Petiti' 
)ns, Defires, which we had almoft ceafed to wifli, be- 
:aufe we durft not prefume to hope it, in the Courfe of 
fo many Years, in fo critical Conjundures, fufFers no At- 
tack. Commerce refts upon a folid Bafis, upon an im- 
moveable Prop ; Knavery has no more Hopes, Honefty 
nothing to fear. The Officer, the Soldier, no longer 
complain of their too long delayed Payments. I'he 
different Bodies of the State are maintained in their 
Rights and Prerogatives, confined within their Bound? 
and Limits, united by the Bonds of Concord. If any un- 
forefeen Commotion threaten to difturb the Harmony, 
to deftroy the Equilibrium ; in the Hands of Cardinal 
DE Fleury the Thunder roars, it foretels its Ap- 
proach by faint and glimmering Flalhes ; it forthwith 
ishufli'd. The Cardinal de Fleury does not give 
Way, he does not yield, but he takes another Courfe 
to arrive at the fame Goal ; he ufes only Perfuafion, and 
is fuccefsful. The Motion of Authority is fo gentle, fo 
imperceptible, that it is not felt ; fo ftrong is it, fo 
powerful, that it is not refitted. 

To paint and charafterize the Genius and Talents of 
a Statefman, have I then only to prefent to you that 
dull Uniformity of fo peaceable an Adminiflration ? 
Ah! Gentlemen, the Cardinal de Fleury will 
not envy fome^Minifters, greedy of Reputation, the 
Advantage of figrt^lizing themfelves, by tumultuous 
Schemes, by bold Defigns, by vaft Enterprizes ; of in- 
troducing on the Stage of the World, moving Scenes 
whereof they themfelves are the Aftors and Authors ; of 
imitating thofc Torrents, thofe Combuftions, that leave 
the Remembrance of their Paffage in the Wrack and 
Ruin of Empires. It has been faid, happy the Nation, 
whofe Annals ihall not amufe Pofterity with bloody 
Revolutions ! 1 add, truly great, and worthy eternal 
Love the Minifter, whofe Hiftory fhall form.Statefmen 
only in the Art of rendering Nations happy! It mutt 
be owned, that the maintaining a long Peace, docs not 
draw popular Acclamations and Applaufes ; the Nation 
enjoys its Happinefs, without perceiving it. Peace is 
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the Health of the State, a Blefling never duly prized^ 
till its Lofs comes to be regretted. The Cardinal d^ 
Fleury knows not that Love of falfe Glory, the 
Foible, or let us better term it, the Littlenefs of great 
Men. What does it concern him that his Talents are 
unknown ? He wifhes that the Happinefs of the State 
may render them ufelefs. 

But fo far from being ufelefs, how neceflary were 
they? That long Peace, that darkened them in the 
Eyes of the Vulgar how much does it heighten their 
Luftre in the Eyes of the Philofopher ? And indeed,, 
who knows whether it was not harder for that great, that 
mighty Genius, whom impartial Pofterity fhall con- 
fider as the firft Author of our Viftories and Conquefts; 
who knows I fay, whether it was not harder for him ta 
preferve our Succefles than to prepare them ? The Mo- 
ment you rife upon the Ruins of a too dreaded Power, 
you become the Objeft of Terror, you fucceed to the 
Hatred it infpired. Political Intereft divides what it 
had united; it had armed Nations in your Behalf, in 
order to hinder your Fall ; it arms them agaijift you, in 
order to prevent your Defigns, Hence, in all Ages, 
that Flux and Reflux of Monarchies, exalted and brought 
low, upheld and overturned, by the Efforts of the 
People united at firft to defend, and afterwards to de- 
ftroy them. Hence the Solution of that Political Pro- 
blem, that Empires begin to draw near their Fall, 
as foon as they arrive at too blazing a Profperity ; and 
that the Inflant of their Glory brings on the Moment of 
their Ruin. But under Lewis XIII die Houfe of 
Aujlria threatened Europe with approaching Slavery; 
mdtrLewis XV Ambition fruitful in Impoftures, in 
order to attain to the Reality of a Power fatal to Europe 
prefented to us the odious Phantom of it. I now beg 
leave to afk You, wherein Forritude, Adlivity, Sub- 
liii^ityof Underftanding and Genius are more difplay'd? 
In conducing Confederacies, or in hindering them j in 
colleding Clouds and Vapours in order to raife a Storm,^ 
or in difpeliing them ; in exciting Sufpicions, or in pre- 
venting them •, in kindling Jealoufics, or in quenching| 
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lem-, in (lirring up Europe zgdind the Heirs of 
*hilip II, or in making it forget the Succefles of 
.ewis XiV, and in Love wit^i the Power of his Suc- 
effor. 

Run over, Gentlemen, run over in Mind the 
Lnnals of the Monarchy, the Epochs glorious to 
''ranee ! Shall you find one that equals the Pomp, the 
Iplendor of the Speftacle that the Congrefs of Soijfons 
refents to us ? Rorne faw once fuch another ; and placed 
tiac Day in the Number of her happieft Days: But 
^owij.attrafted'by Fear, the forced Homage of Nati- 
ons terrified and trembling at the too neighbouring Dan- 
;er of becoming a Prey to her violent and tyrannical 
Jfurpations. The Ambaffadors of the feveral Powers 
^f Europe, come willingly into France '9 but another 
^Lttraftive guides them, the Attra6live of Confidence 
nd Efteem. No more of thofe Jealoufies, no tnore of 
hofe nice Punftilios of Precedency. The Cardinal 
)E Fleury feems not fo much to aflift at that auguft 
VfTcmbly, as Ambaflador Plenipotentiary of France^ 
s to prefide in it as Head of the Senate of Europe. 
^o more of thofe Diltrufts fo deftruftive of the Union, 
nd Concord of the World. Every Nation intrufts 
lim with the Secret of its Views, of its Defigns, of its 
•"ears, of its Hopes. The King calls him to attend his 
^erfon: Foreign Minifters follow him. What new 
:ind of Glory toir^w^^! which, ever feared, wanted but 
3 be loved! Behold then the Ambaffadors of fo many 
Itates, behold them united under the Shadow of that 
rhrone, whereof at the Beginning of the Century, they 
ad confpired, almoft expedled the Ruin ; no more to 
ive into its Views, to provide againft its Defigns, to 
pread in their own Country, the Hatred and Terror 
f the French Name: but to be more at hand to receive 
"ue and difinterefted Counfels; to proclaim to the 
Vorld that Heaven has befrowed on France, z, King 
om for the Happinefs of all Kingdoms -, that Heaven 
as bellowed on France a Minifter worthy of his King, 
i'oo happy were the Land, had it always fuch Kings, 
ad it always like Minifters! But can the Land enjoy 
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Its Happinefs? Can it pcrferve it? Are there an) 
Mounds that can rcllrain the Licence and Audacioufhefi 
of the Paffions ? Or to talk in a truer Srrain : Provi- 
dence mocks at the Projedls of Men ; and to teach ui 
that in vain the ftrong Men of Judab watch ronnc 
about Sion^ if the Lord watch not with them, and foi 
them •, it permits Peace fuddenly to bring forth the 
Furies of War. 

That magnanimous Prince whom we faw rife to the 
Throne by his Merit, adorn it with his Virtues ; quit 
it, difdain it, when in order to continue the King o( 
his People, he mud have ceafed to be the Father of it; 
that Prince united to France by the moft facred Ties; 
the Defires of his Country call him ;. Cabals, inteltino 
Factions, conduced, fomented, fupported, embold- 
ened But let us forget Events revenged by thfi 

Succefs of War, made amends for by the Advantages 
of Peace. 

L^ze;ii commands: the Cardinal deFleury make^ 
the Forces take the Field. Now the Rhine and thci 
Po flow under our Dominion ; two Battles won in Ita- 
ly \ Prince Eugene an idle Speftator of our Conquefts ;i 
the Empire open and defencelefs, promife and make 
way for new Triumphs. But the Contagion of Profperi- 
ty has no Power over the Wife Man : Though NeJ 
ceflity (hall fometimes oblige him to War ; his Defires 
fays Sr. Jugufline^ fhall be eternally for Peace. Pacem 
debet habere Voluntas^ Bellum Necejfitas. The Modera- 
tion of the Viftor fufpends, (lops Vidory in its moft 
rapid Career-, pacified £«r^/)tf regains its Calm and 
Q^iet. With Peace return the Sweets, the Advan-i 
tages of Peace -, the Monarch true to his Word, fufFers 
not the Hardftiips of War to extend beyond thej 
Bounds of the War -, Taxes vanifli ; France would forget 
that ftie was obliged to fight, if the Glory and the Fruit, 
of her Viftories recalled it not to her Remembrance. 

How unequal am I, Gentlemen, to find Ex-| 
preffions worthy of the Event, to tranfmit to future 
Ages, what we have feen, what perhaps we admire 
not fufficiently, becaufe we have feen it ? The Houfe 
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kf Jujiria was going to Ruin before its Head ; its 
A^rmics without Soldiers, without Officers ; its Domi- 
aions without Treafure, without Councils, as a Prey to 
Difcord, laid open to the Ottoman^, an eafier Career, 
than the Bajazets^ Solymans^ and Selims had been able 
by fo many Battles and Vidtories. By the Command, 
under the Aufpiccs, of rfie King, the Cardinal de 
Fleury lends his Genius to the Prefervation of Chrijt- 
fndom ; both Empires commit their Interefts to -him : 
He fets Bounds, which the Audacioufnefs of the Vic- 
tor fhall not prefijme to furpafs -, he diftates a 
freaty, which the lefs fuccefsful Nation accepts with 
Plcafure, and without Shame: The Conditions are 
fettled with fo much Wifdom, that the one finds in 
them the Value of their Toils and Triumphs, the other 
finds in Peace Advantages proper to confole them for 
the Misfortunes of War. 

Juft God, thofe Strokes of magnanimous and dif- 
interefted Zeal, are engraved in the Book wherein thou 
writeft the Fate of Empires! Hatred, Jealoufy, 
Umbrages, Sufpicions, unjuft Diftrufts, a thoufand 
private Interefts covered with the Cloak of common In-- 
tereft, fill Europe with Trouble and Confufion. You 
fee that Houfe efcaped from Wrack, elated with fome 
Succefles, attempt to force us to regret our Generofity, 
to repent of having enabled them to forget 6ur Fa- 

i^ours. Confound, punifli — My Heart forms 

Wilhes m,ore worthy to be heard in the Sanftuary — 
Lord, command the Winds and Waves, and Calm 
(hall take Place of the Tempeft. May the hoftile 
Powers remember, that in their Diftrefs Frame was 
their Refuge. No, may they forget it 1 The Remem- 
brance of paft Misfortunes provokes Pride ; and Jea- 
loufy pardons not Services, when they fpeak fo much 
Strength and Power. 

A Minifter guided by thofe great Views of wife and 
virtuous Policy, fhould have belyed all his Principles, 
had he neglected the Interefts of Religion, brought low 
by our fo many fatal Divifions ? Days of Prefumpticn 
and Indocility, when through a Refinement of- Com- 
E ^ pliance 
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pliance and of profound Diffimulation, Error, exted 
five and daring in her Projefts, timorous and cautioa 
in her Procedure, condemns the Church, and quits] 
not ; acknowledges Authority, and fubmits not ; fcorn 
the Yoke of Subordination, and (hakes it not off; re 
verences the Paftors, and follows them not ; impercep 
tibly loofes the Bonds of Unky, and breaks them not 
without Peace and without War, without Revolt an( 
without Obedience. 

I Stop (Holy Religion, thou knoweft it!) conteJ 
with groaning in Silence, under the Misfortunes of Siott 
with recalling by my WiQies, my Sighs, fugitive Peacd 
Union, Concord, Simplicity ; I lend my Voia 
trembling and with Regret, to recount thy Dingers an^ 
thy Calamities ! So far would I be from perpetuatinj 
the Remembrance of them, that I fhould chufe tc 
bury them in eternal Oblivion ; were it allowable t^ 
defraud my Audience of that Portion of the Glory a 
Cardinal de Fleury, which was not fo much hij 
Glory as yours. 

By what Inftances of Docility did he fignalize tl 
Purity, the Integrity of the Faith? With what Strengtl 
of Expreflion did he paint in the Writing, wherein 
drew his lift Will, his perfect Submiflion to the lati 
Decifions of the Church ; his lively and tender Thank- 
fulnefs for the Favour Heaven had vouchfafed him, 
preferving him from his Youth up from every Al- 
lurement of Novelty ? With what profound Reverence 
was he affefted for the Head of the Church ? How 
many Times was he heard to confefs, to acknowledge, 
that the Church of J E S U S C H R I ST, is the Church 
built upon Peter •, that the Roads of Separation, are 
but Roads of Error and Falfhood ; that the Brancti 
lives no longer than it continues joined to tjie Stock J 
that Reafoningis the Amufement of the Philofopher,j 
Obedience the Chriftian's Portion ? When honoured 
with die King's Confidence, did he forget the Deci- 
fion of St. Augtijline^ that if the Citizen frequently 
owes only his Example to Religion, Kings, and Kings 
Minifters, owe alfo their Zeal to it. 

How 
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How many StumbJing-blocks and Precipices are 
here in the Road of Zeal ! How hard is it to walk 
1 ways with an equal Pace, between the two Extremes 
f a Zeal that ads with two great Impetuofity, and 
Zeal which fufFers with two much Indulgence! There 
i Hazard in exafperating Men's Minds, all is loft by 
ot reftraining them. ' What may not be hoped from 
rime, what is not to be feared from it ? As Zeal with 
Vigour and Authority prevents the Progrefs of Se- 
!uv5Vion, and over-awes the Temerity of the Seducer; 

Zeal with Mildnefs and Moderation, wins, touches, 
►rings back to Reafon, Minds already feduced. 

Bup what was the Zeal of the Cardinal de Fleury ? 
We are ignorant what the united Interefts, the Inte- 
efts inieparable of the Church and State enjoined him 
>n a thoufand Occafions. What we know is, that he 
Dved Religion, that he loved Peace : That what 
Warmth and Aftiviry animated his Zeal, had no other 
)bje6t than to maintain, to defend Religion ; that 
/hat Mildnels and Mode^ration governed his Zeal, had 
o other Objeft than to promote, to preferve Peace. 
Vhat we know is, that what Vigour and Sreadinefs he 
fie wed, frequently proceeded only from his Love for 
*eace ; he puniflied, that by a Beginning of Severity, 
le might fave himfelf the Neceffity of punifliing more 
iverely ; that whac Mildnefs and Moderation he (hew'd, 
ften had its Source in the Love of Religion : He 
bought to ferve it betcer by feeming lefs to ferve it. 
Vhat we know is, that his Intentions were pure and 
ipright •, That the Temper, the Charafter of his Soul, 
iras Peace, Meeknefs, Charity-, of Confequence, that 
ad any Imperfedtion mixed with his Zeal, he would 
ave had fome Inconfiderable Defefts, only becaufe he 
ad great Virtues, that his Heart would be fufficient 
D juftify his Conduit. 

What we know is, that under the Miniftry of Car- ' 
linal DE Fleury, the Wounds of the Church began 
oclofe. Tranquillity to revive, the Epifcopacy to unite, 
he Clergy to return to Order and Subordination, the 
?'lock to hear the Voice of the Paftors, the Allurements 
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cf Seduftion to lofe Groijnd, vain Prodigies to difap^ 
pear, the learned Univerfuies to fubmit to Authority^ 
the Education of Youth to be committed to Men ol 
pure and found Do6trine ; Communities diftinguifh^ 
ed by Virtues and Talents, to give Example of Sub- 
miffion ; Mens Wifs to fhun the Heats and Animo- 
fiiies of Difpute, their Hearts to refume the Love ol 
Peace and Unity. What we know is, that whatevei 
Services he did to Religion, they never fulfilled the 
Extent of his Zeal and Dcfires. 

You needs muft own, Gentlemen, that fo many 
Labours to eftablifli, to preferve, to augment the Peace, 
the Tranquillity, the Happinefs of the Church and 
State, would have exhauftcd the Talents, and dinted 
the Activity of any other Genius. But the greatefl 
Empire is not vaft enough for the Head and the Heart 
of Cardinal de Fleury : So vigilant, fo eager is hfi 
to ftifle the Seeds of DIfcord in thtir Birth, to crufll 
them in their Bud, that he extends his Cares whitherfo 
ever he is called by the plaintive Cries of Peace, dif 
turbed by flital DiflTcnfions, or alarmed by tumultuous 
Commotions, the Prefages and Fird- Fruits of War! 
Deftined to be the Bond of Nations, the Peace- makeJ 
of Europe ; the Authority his King gives him oveC 
one, he dedicates to the Happinefs of all NationsJ 
And fo all Nations have but oi.e Language. TherJ 
the Temples refound with Prayers for the Lite and 
Health ; here the Academies with Elogies, to imJ 
mortalize the Virtues of that wife Miniftcr. His FarM 
went oui throughout all the Provinces. 

And I need not be afraid to fay, that in proportioii 
as he fliall advance, as he fhall remove from us, iri 
the Order and Succeflion of Ages, each Day will augJ 
ment the Glory of his Name. And this Manjhall wJ 
greater and greater. At the Moment that deprives iri 
of them, thofc great Men ftrike our Eyes too near. Ii 
is with them, as with thofe Statues deftined to adorn 
public Edifices, to decorate the Fronts of Templei 
and Palaces ; their Beauties, their Features, the Juft- 
nefs of the Proportions, . are not difcovered, do not 
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ftiine but at the proper Diftance. Would we then at the 
Clole of this fecond Parr, pafs an impartial Judgment 
on the Genius, the Talents, the Succeffes of the Cardi- 
nal DE Fleury ? Let us forget that we have fcen 
him, that. To to fpeak, we ftill fee him : Let us 
blot out of our Remembrance, what will perifli fwal- 
lowed up in the Abyfs of Time ; let us dare to be 
difinterefted Pofterity, without Prejudices and without 
Paflions. After having put the Diftance of ft)me Cen- 
turies betwixt us and the Cardinal de Fleury, placed 
in that point of View ; let us confider, under his Mi- 
niftry, France ^ at Home, peaceable, quiet, fubmiflive, 
knowing no Revolutions and domeftic Calamities ; 
Abroad, more noted for her Good Offices, than fhe 
formerly was ft)r her Viftorics, holding in her Hand 
the Balance of Juftice, prefiding over the Motions of 
Europe : Our King, King of one People, the Father 
and Umpire of all Nations, deciding their Quarrels, 
reconciling their Intercfts ; here banifliing the Parti-- 
alities of an allied Republic ; there reftoring to the 
lawful Sovereigns, the Ifland of Corfica^ fubdued by 
the Force of his ArmSj pacified by the Wifdom of 
his Councils : Vienna and Conjlantinople^ the Eaft and 
the JVeJt^ defiring to have no other Arbiter of their Differ- 
ences, no other Guarantee of their Treaties : A great 
King, placed by the Hand of Peace, upon a Throne, 
a Reward and Equivalent for that which he i;Krificed 
to the Dtfire of Peace •, Lorain added to our Empire ; 
the Race of Anjou^ at laft feated on the Throne of Na* 
pies and Sicily^ confoling the Nemours and the LautrecSj 
avenging Lewis XII, and Francis I, of the Injuries 
of Fortune ; the Princes of the Empire, who, of all 
their Rights, had none remaining but the frivolous 
Advantage of colouring their Servitude by a befpoken 
Vote, and of naming a Mafter, whom they durft not 
ref^fe, reinftated in the Liberty of .chufing a Head of 
the Empire to their Mind ; the Name of Lewis XV, 
more powerful' than the Batalions of Lewis XIV, give 
to Charles V a Succcftbr that is not of his Blood. 
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Let us view thofe great State Strokes, thofe Maftcr- 
pieces of Genius and Policy ; let us view them with the 
fame Eye with which they will be viewed by Pofterity. 
If the Cardinal de Fleury had fome Defcfts, and 
fome lie doubtlefs had, for he was a Man ; if by a Fate 
not uncommon to our greateft Minilters and to our 
greateft Kings, there were reckoned among his Days 
fome not quite fo fortunate ; thofe flight Stains, worn 
out imperceptibly by Time, or covered by his many 
SuccefTes and Profperities, will efcape the Obfervation 
of the moft penetrating. The Name of the Cardinal 
DE Fleury ftiall appear with the great Names of the 
d*JmboifeSy the Richelieus^ the Mazarins^ and (hall 
not be eclipfed by them ; that wife Minifter fliall live for 
ever in our Records, fo much the more refpedtcd, that 
to the Example of Honours obtained by Merit and Ser- 
vices, of Honours fupported by Talents, he added the 
Example of Honours illuftrated by Virtues, the third 
and laft Character of the Wife Man fuperior to Fortune* 

PART III. 

Vanifli therefore, mortified, confuted, the unjuft 
Perfuafion, that Virtue does but ill fupport Honours 
and Dignities ; or, that it does not fupport itfelf by 
them. You have feen the Genius, the Talents, the 
Services of the Cardinal de Fleury ; now let me in- 
treat you to fludy his Virtues. His Manners, his Beha- 
viour, did they change with his Fortune? Favour ufu- 
ally fo haughty, fo contemptuous, loft it not with him 
its Haughtinefs, its Vain-glory, its Empire? 

I know not by what Fatality it happens, that Pride 
fteals more eafily into the Minds of Men who become, 
than into the Minds of thofe who are born Mafters, Ar- 
biters of the public Deftiny. Is it becaufe after having 
been obliged to cringe in order to rife, they feek Satif- 
fadlion for the Homages they payed, in the Homages they 
receive, and chufe to fell Favour as dear as it coft them? 
Is it that their Elevation prefents to them a more flat- 
tering Spectacle ? Men who fuccced to the Titles and 
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employments oF their Anceftors, fee in their Greatncfs 
inly the Happmefs of their Birth ; Men who have ac- 
[uired it, read in it the Succefs, the Triumph of their 
Vlerit and of their Talents, Is it that the Eyes of Men 
x)rn in Splendor, are lefs liable to be dazzled by a 
Luftre upon which their firft Looks have fallen ; that 
:he Habit, allow me the Expreffion, that the Habit of 
3eing Great makes Grandeur familiar to them ; that it 
IS peculiar only to Novelty to afFed, to move the Paf- 
fions of the Heart, and that a Man muft quit his Sta- 
tion, in order to be fit to reflcd on it? Be this as it will, 
thofe lUufions of Self-Love and Vanity, inftilled none 
of their Poifon into the Soul of the Cardinal db 
Fleury ; he had purchafed Preferment by no Mean- 
nefs, he fupports it without Pride and without Haugh- 
tinefs. 

AtFabJe, modeft, engaging, what had he in common 
with thole imperious Minifters, Imitators of the Afialic 
Pomp and Haughtinefs, fevcr*d from the Multitude by 
Ramparts, which Affiduity and Perfeverance cannot 
penetrate till after a thoufand redoubled Efforts; whofe 
Cabinet, like the Throne of Ahafuerus^ furrounded 
with Barriers not to be o*cr-leap*d without Danger, are 
a Sanftuary, whence the Divinity that inhabits them, 
excludes the profane People; and admits none but a 
few Worfhipers, who frequently reap no other Fruit of 
their Forwardnefs, than the difmal Diftindtion of read- 
ing in thofe dark and fupercilious Vifages, the Unea- 
finefs their troublefome Prefence occafions them? To 
arrive at the Cardinal de Fleury, was a Man ex- 
pofed to the RebufTs of a difdainful Crowd of Subal- 
terns, who placed at the Gate of the Temple of For- 
tune, open or Ihut the Paffages at their Pleafure, and 
proud in proportion to. the Rank of the Mafte;r they 
ferve, render Favours more difficult to be afked than 
obtained ? 

Eafy was his Accefs, Audiences he promifed with 
pleafure, granted without Hefitation and without Delay, 
prolonged without Shagreen and without Wearinefs ; 
fevery Man had Liberty Of opening his Claims, of fup- 
, , porting 
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porting his Pretcnfions, of fctting forth his Views, ha 
Projedts, of urging, ofinfifting, of contradifting even 
and complaining. Timorous Modefty was prcfently 
encouraged ; if there remained any Fear, there was no- 
thing apprehended but a Miftake 5 for they who had 
fought the Minifter, having found the Citizen, fimplc, 
cafy in his Manner, remained fluduating in an Un- 
certainty, at the unheard of Contraft of Power with- 
out Pomp, of Elevation without Haughtinefs, of Au- 
thority without RepuMe, without Difdain, without 
thiat commanding Air of Empire and Dominion, that 
fometimes makes the Courtier more timorous before 
. the Minifter, than before the Monarch. No body 
praftifcd more litterally than the Cardinal de Fleury, 
the Precept of Scripture ; Thu are above tbem^ be as one 
of them. If thou be made the Majler^ lift not up tbyfelf^ 
but be among them^ as one of the reft. 

What Charms, what Delight, were difFufed through 
his Convcrfation, by that affable, eafy, engaging Wit> 
that well-bred, good-natured, courteous Behavidur; 
that Turn of thinking, that Gift of Expreflion, that 
Talent of painting, oi relating ; that delicate and pro- 
found Knowledge of Decorum, to which alone it be- 
longs, toprefcrve, to keep .up in Society, the enchant- 
ing Conjunftion of Refpeft and Freedom, of mutual 
Civility and Deference : that fo attentive Study of the 
Charader, of the Humour, of Connexions, of Inter- 
efts, that a Man had never to fupport with the Car- 
dinal DE Fleury the perplexed Part of a Stranger, 
or of an Unknown 5 that he fpoke to every one in his 
own Language, that he put every one in a Situation 
of tafting, of partaking the Amufement of the Con- 
vcrfation. Such a Model was he of the perfedt Cour- 
tier, that to fee him, one would have thought it had 
been his Intereft to pleafe all •, but would never have 
fufpefted, that he was the Man, whom it was the In-i 
terfft of all to pleafe. | 

What fliall I fay of that fo perfeft, fo conftant, fe! 
unalterable Evennefs of Temper.^ Very different frora 
ihofe capricious Men, who rcferving to themfclves m 
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the Sweets, all the Advantages of Authority, reVeflge 
themfelves on you for the Cares, the Troubles thaif 
attend it; Men whole Moments muft be ftudied, with 
whom a Favour is a thoufand Times paid before 
it is received. The Cardinal db Fleury does not 
plague you with his Joy* nor with his Grief; widi 
his Succefs, nor with his Uneafinefs. He always fpeaks 
with the fame Politenefs, he hears with the fame. 
Patience, he anfwers with the fame Mildhefs, he de- 
cides with the fame Tranquillity. Afofi Anfwer \ * ' 

Righteous Lips Pleafant fFords. The Cit^zen^ 

the Sage, the Philofopher, in the Calm and Peace of a 
folitary Life, experience continually the whimfical Re- 
volutions and the Power of Humour 5 in the Buftle> 
in the Agitation of the Miniftry, the whole Life of 
the Cardinal de Fleury, was hardly one Day with- 
out Clouds and Tempefts. : 

It were but a fmall Matter to have avoided the kock^ 
of Haughtinefs and Severity, he.fhews himfclf no lels 
free from Intereft and Covetoufnefs. UAnt Samuel^ he 
might challenge the aflcmblcd Tribes, to reproach him 
with ufurped Riches ; the Kingdom would lift up its 
Voice to extol his Virtue : And tbeyfaid^ thou baft not de* 
frauded us^ nor opprejjed us^ neither baft thou taken ought 
of any Maris Hand. Being Difpenfcr of Favours, Dif- 
tributer of EUnployments, he gives without receiving, 
he difpofes without retaining -, the Riches of the State 
flow into his Hands, but do not remain in them. After 
fo many Years Favour, he fees nothing in this vafl: 
Empire that he can call his own. As a Stranger in 
his Couptry, without Abode, without Houfe, with- 
out Pofleffion, without Heritage, he neglefts to make 
ufe of Favours', he never thinks of providing againft 
the Revolutions of Fortune. If a Minifter of fo many 
Virtues and Talents, could have merited a Pifgracc j 
could a King of fo much Wifdom and Underftanding, 
have been capable of a Caprice ; an Inftant left the 
Cardinal de Fleury, adorned indeed with more Ti- 
tles ; bptjby.his Tides, and by his Honours, not fo 
rich as whfib be Jrft appeared at Couri; 
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Thb Difintereftedneis, Gentlbmek, fisemsAfe 
Mafter-piece of a great, a noble, a generous Mind? 
But you fee only tlie Qutfide and the Surface ; I (hali 
now lay be(pre you the Infide and Principle of it. It 
is not only Equity, which regards the public Riches i 
fofc riien it were not fo much a Virtue pra&ifed, as i^ 
Vice avoided ; it were a Virtue worthy our Ena>miunis^ 
only becaufe it is rare *, and what Honour it did to the 
Man, would turn to the Shame and Diihonour c^ Hu<« 
manity. But it is a noble, a generous Contempt of 
Wealth; How fhould he cail greedy Eyes upon the 
public Riches, when he ftrip$ himlelf of hb own Pro** 
perty^ when he gives up what belongs to him? How 
fhould he be tempted to appropriate diat which does 
not. It is an Attachment to the ftri£keft Decorum of 
his Station. He was a Bifhop, devoted to a Miniftry 
of Modefty and Simplicity ; he was honoured with die 
Confidence of the King, called to a Miniftry of Do- 
minion and Authority. Inftru&ed, enlig^ened by Ro« 
ligion, be conceives that that outward Bomp and Splen-*- 
dor, whici^ were perhaps prudent and reafboable in a 
Mini0;er conBned to the Management of » political Af* 
fairs, is not enjoined a Minifter divided between tho 
Throne and the Altar. Satisfied th^t Modefty does 
not debafe Authority, and that it does Honour to the 
Epifcopacy ^ m his Traip, his Equipages, his Fumi- 
tent, his Apartments, his Table, he fets Examples of 
Simplicity, worthy the Imitation qf the naoft fervent 
Prelates. Now to a Ferfon void o£ felfi(h and vain 
Defires, can Richer have any Allurement ?. The Gir- 
dinal db Fleurv fcoms too much to uic th^y to be 
liable to wi(h for them. 

No, I am wrong; dierewere &meJ\Aonients,fcmie 
Situations, wherein he wifhed to be rich. Eafy to be 
moved with the Cafe of the Unfortunate, he feels alt 
the Miferies he hears an Account of; his Peart opens 
to compafiionate, his Hand opens to rejievp ^m. lis ' 
the Lands of his Benefices, he receives only to glve^ 
he feems not &> much a Mafter who oo|le&s, as a 
Father who diftributes. All over the . Kiagdom, iuw 
- ^ many 
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tBzaj Fanliilies redeemed from Want and Defpair ? How 
rasny Merchants fupported upon die Brink of Ruin ? 
How many Communities retrieved, or faved from their 
Fall ? How many Cides, how many Provinces, fliall 
prefcrve etei-nal Monuments of his pious Liberality ? 
Then, then indeed, Riches^ acquired feme Value in his 
Eyes. The moft moderate Fortune is fufficient for bis 
Cefires ; thte vafteft Opulence were not fo fufficient for 
Bis Charity; always too much for himftlf, never 
enough fdc the Poor. When his own Funds are ex- 
haufted, an Intereft, more noble, more honouraUe than 
Difintereftcdne6, takes Poffeflion of his Soul ; he brings 
to the Foot of rfie Throne the Sighs, the Tears of the 
People. WhataSpeftacle! The Miniftcr fo eameft in 
aflcing, the King fo eafy, fo ready to grant ; Charity 
forms Petitions, Charity hears them ; it pronnpts the 
Heart of the Subjedl to fpeak, and fpeaks to the Heart 
of the ^faften What fhall we admiri mqft in the 
Cardinal de Fleury. His Difdain, or his Defire 
of Riches? His Indiflfercnce for pcrfonal Wealth, 
<w his Aftivity for relieving the Miferies of others ? 
A Difintcreftednefs fo fruitful in good Offices, is it in 
the Qualities of the Heart, a Merit above that Merit? 
Yes, Gbhtlemen*, it is the Merit of good Offices, 
confined within the Bounds of Reafon and Equity. 

But to explain myfelf : When a Man is placed at the 
Sburccof^thepublicWealth, there is no Temptation more - 
fubifle, none apter to feduce Virtue itfelf, than the Glory 
of acquiring the Reputation of Generofity and Li- 
berality among the Great. Deceitful Elogyj What 
Flattery calls Goodnels, Senfibility of Heart, Truth 
tiameis Self-love, weak and groveling, which Affi- 
duicies tire, which Complaints and Reproaches inti- 
midate, to which the Gravity of diflatisfifed Faces is' 
grievous and irkfome. Thefe Men fo much applauded, 
and ib little worthy to be fo, the public Calamities 
da not affect, becauie they are not in their Sight ; 
they fcom to contribute to a Happinefs that they do not 
partiake of -, to be Authors, if they are not Speftators 
of it : They give therefor, not to make others happy* 
F 2 they 
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they give to purchafe their own Eafc, when difturbed by 
the troiiblefome Sblicitarions of thofe who call themfclvcs 
unfortunate. What concern them the obfcure Sighs, 
the unknown Tears of the People ? Around them ring 
the Acclamations of the Court, whofe political Ho- 
mages afford fome Speftacle to their Vanity, and pay 
a falfe Gencrofity, by a falfe Gratitude : But to prefer 
the honeft Satisfaftion of meriting Praifes, to the flat- 
tering Pleafure of obtaining them -, to give one's (elf 
up to the Murmurs, to the Shagreens of the Courtier, 
in order not to over-burden a. People of fo little Pene- 
tration, that they are fenfible only of the Harm that 
is done them, without making any Account of the 
Harm they are faved from : In thcfe Features . I dif- 
cover a Soul fuperior to all the Weaknels of Self-love 
and Vanity ; I difcovcr the Cardinal de Fleury. 
. Shall we then be furprized that he never felt the In- 
conftancy, and the Variety of Fortune? How many 
Minifters have there been in all Empires, more famous 
by their Difgracc, than by their Elevation? How 
many, without lofing their Employments, have loft 
the Heart arid Confidence of their Mafters ? The Car- 
dinal DE Fleury, ever ufcful, ever acceptable, neither 
ccafed to pleafe nor to ferve. In fo long, fo dangerous 
a Career, he found no Obftaclcs. The Angel of the 
Lord, according to the Scripture Expreffion, walked 
before him, to clear his way of the leaft Grain of 
Sand that might, not only occafion his falling, but 
even render his walking lefs firm and lefs lecure. 
Left thou dajh thy Foot againft a Stone. I will not (ay, 
that Heaveri feemed to owe to the Prodigy of a Fa- 
vour without Vices and without Paffions, the Prodigy 
of a Favour without Reverfe, and without Revolutions. 
But I will fay, that the true Prodigy is, his Virtue 
prefervcd amidft the Temptations of fo great Ad- 
vancement. I will fay that the Height of the Prodigy 
is, that the Favour regarded his Religion, as well as 
his Reafon. 

And indeed, was GOD ferved lefs faithftilly than 
C^far ? As a Citizen and as a Chriftian, did not the 
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Cardinal de Fleury fulfil the whole Extent of his' 
Obligations, without facrificing one Duty to another^ 
without one Virtue's being an Obftaclc to another ? 
Never did Piety ferve for a Cloak to Indolence, to 
throw the Minifter, the Statefman, into Sloth and In- 
action. Never did important Afiairs, nice Gnijunc-. 
tures, unforcfeen Accidents, the fo fpeedy Flight of 
dedfive Moments 5 never did any of thcfe, I fay, in- 
terrupt his religious Cuftom, of afllfting each Day at 
the Auguft Sacrifice, of paying to the L O R D the Tri- 
bute of Praife and Invocation, enjoined by the Engage- 
ments and Law of the Priefthood, The Place he fills in 
the Kingdom, obliterates not the Remembrance of the 
Place he fills in theSanftuary -, the Care of the public Fe- 
licity diminilhcs not the Care of perfonal Sandtification. 
Time does not permit me to follow out the Trace 
of his Steps ; elfe you (hould fee him, in one Place* 
the intelligent and laborious Minifter, piercing, pene- 
trating into the diffcmbled Schemes, the fly Evafions, 
the deceitful Engagements, the infidious Advances of 
Policy the moll artfully difguifed : In another, the timor- 
ous Chriftian, defcending into the inmoft Recefs of 
his Confcience, ftudying its Motions, founding its 
Depths, judging himfelf, accufing himfelf, purifying 
himfelf in the Tribunal of Repentance. You (hould now 
fee him with the Minifters of foreign Powers, difplay- 
ing the mod ingenious, the acuteft Sagacity ; the 
ftrongeft, the mod forcible Reafoning; then at the 
Altar, fupporting the Dignity, the Majefty of Reli- 
gion, by the Decencies of the moft intimate Recol- 
leftion ; in the Sanftuary, by ufeful, and too neceflary 
Examples, confounding the Libertinifm of the 0)urt, 
accuftomed to regard no other Temple but that of For- 
tune, to believe in no other Matter but him they fee, 
to revere no other Altar but the Throne, to invoke, to 
worfliip no other God, but him who diftributes pro- 
fane Titles and worldly Wealth. You (hould fee 
him in public Audiences, in domettic Society, pleafe, 
ravilh, enchant by the Graces of his Converfa- 
iion i in the Recital of the Divine Office, fometimes 
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ftop, paufe, in order IdfufeljT to penefr^e ihto th6» 
fublime Nkaning oi the iadred Pfaltns, in order t6 
fi)) himfelf with their Sph-it $ fomdtimes nourlfh^ re- 
bflame bb Piety by the Reading of tht Gcfpel or tb^ 
/«rfto/f(m^ JESUSCHRIST) of thofe Books which 
are only Light and Sentinncnt, which fpeak only to the 
Reaibn «d to the Heart, which teach only to know 
GOD, and to know one's &lf, to fee one's Faults aod 
to be humUed for them. There yon fiiodd fee him wife 
wiih that circumfpefk and caotioiis Wifdom, which waits 
die proper Mon^ents^ which prepares them, winch 
brings them On, which gives all to Prudence, and 
leaves nothing to Chance : Here wife with that E^an- 
gielical Wifdom, refdltite in difdainmg the Gratifica^ 
tions of Self-bve in the moft advanced Age ; ex- 
Iiatrfted, finking under the Weight of fo many Pro- 
jefts. Labours, painful Occupations *, fo ftrif): an Ob- 
ierver of the Rules of the Church, as to deny hitnfetf 
the frtntUeft Inclulgence. No Difpenfation will he 
IbKcir, neither will he accept any* He forgets his Age, 
lus Occupations, his Health \ he remembers only that 
it is of little Moment to a Chriftiai^ to live or die i 
tliat it concerns him only to live the Life^ smd ctio the 
Death of the Righteous. 

To die the Death of the kighfeous! What Favours are 
contakied in that Favour! And every Thing concurs 
to perfiiade us, O GO D, tbat thou hsdl vouclh^fed it to 
ihis w^ Minifter. He hears echoed from the Bottomf 
of hi^ Heart, thefe Words of the Scripture ; Behold I 
C9me quickfyy faith the Lord^ and my Reward is with me^ 
i^ghe every Man according as bis fPorkJball be. Let 
the Righteous make hafte, to render himfelf more right* 
cous. He that is righteous^ lei him be r^bteou'sftill. In 
order faithfully to obey this LeiTon, he contrives him- 
felf a^ Solitude. There, the Minifter, the Statefman, 
obtains but Moments; the Hours, the Days are for the 
Chriftian; he reviews his Years in the Bitternefs of a 
contrite and bumbled Soul ; he takes an Account of his 
Actions, of his Views, of his Defires ; he labours to 
know himiclf^ as God knows bim^ to judg^ himfelf, 
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ulSed will judge faimi hr feekj, he loves die Tnitfl 
irhich reproves, which confounds him ; he renews, h6 
refines Im Virtue : The Kni& does not yet appear, but 
sow the Vidim is ready ; he fees the Alur railed, where 
k fiiall be o&red up ; he fees k undifnuy'd : At his 
Death were hk Works marvellous. A Pbilofopher for 
die World, a Cbriftian for Eternity, he defpifes what is 
about to «nd, and regards only what is about to begin» 
he draws from the Sources of Grace with Fervor and 
Humility; he walheSj he purifies himfelf in the Blood 
of the Lamb. 

If heftill is attadicd to the Earth by fome Ties, thofe 
Ties are oHifecrated by Duty and Religion. His 
Mafter, his King, comes to give him die laft Marks 
a£ his Efieem. Let us reverence by our Silence, a Si- 
tmtion, fo noble, fo moving, that it is beyond the De- 
Ibription of Eloquence the ftrongeft, the moft pathecict 
At happieft in its Pidutes. That Minifter who was 
intrufted with the Care of his Youth ; die moft refpeA* 
ful, the moft tenderly devoted SubjeA, on the Point 6f 
going down to the Grave \ that Prince, the Objed^of 
fo many Cares, of fo much Love, bath'd in Tearsl 
-f^/^^ff^iy judge of thy LoiS^ and of thy Happinefs! Know 
the Value of what Heaven takes from Thee, and of 
that which Heaven perferves to Thee ! Thofc Tears are 
the dory of the Monarch and the Elogy of the Minifter? 
What King more worthy of our Love, than a King 
that ihews fuch Sendments? What Minifter more wor- 
thy of our eternal Veneration, than a Minifter that 
knew to merit them! 

Upon Sight of that young Prince, who is the Dar* 
ling of the People and the Hopes of the Throne'; with 
what Eagerned did he lay hold of the Occafion of 
rendering his laft Moments ufeful to Religi n and 
the Kingdom ! ** Prince**, feid he, *♦ you fee a 
** melancholy Spcdacle ; learn to know the inevitable 
" and common Deftiny of Men! Thus periflies the 
*^ F6(tune of SubjeAs; and thus will perifti the 
" Fortune of the nK>ft mighty Monarchs ! Suffer not 
^^ your&lf to be deceived by ihe^ vain Shew of what 
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•* ends at the Grave ; fix your Attention C3iily on that] 
*' which is immortal.'* 

After having difcharged what he owes to Zeal and 
Gratitude, his Heart difengaged lirom all Cares here 
below, has no more Inclination but for Eternity. We 
fee him, refigned to the Will of Heaven, hope without 
Prefumption ; fear without Weaknefs ; prepare himfeif 
without Trouble •, fubmit without Struggle, without 
Conftraint; fufTer without Complaint, without Mur- 
muring; invoke, intreat the LORD to multiply his 
Fains, and to increafe his Love ; to puniih in Time, 
and fave in Eternity. We fee him compofed to the 
lad Gafp, finifh his SacriBce, fall afleep fweetly in 
the Sleep of Peace. He did fVonders in bis Life^ and 
at bis Deatb were bis Works marvellous. He faw by 
an excellent Spirit wbat Jhould come to pafs at tbe lafi^ 
i^nd be comforted tbem that mourned in Sion. 

Is he then no more, that Minifter fo powerful, fo re- 
Ipeded ! Yes, he is llill ; but not amongfl: us ; he is 
in the fathomlefs Regions of Eternity ! The Earth has 
received the Earth v the Spirit came from GOD, to 
G OD it is returned. The Duftjhall return to tbe Earth 
as it was J and the Spirit Jhall return to GOD who gave it. 

We have folfowed the Cardinal de Fleury through 
the various Events, whereof the Texture of hisLifc upon 
Earth was compofed, let us continue to trace his Steps 
ftill further. Let us venture even to follow him, when 
he enters into the fathonjlefs Regions of Eternity. 
Behold him alone with GOD alone ! what fudden Re- 
volution of Ideas and Sentiments ! A rare Inftance he 
was of human Profperity ! having pofleifed a Favour 
without Viciffitude, without Decline; his Memory 
honoured by the Regret of his Mafler ; the Heirs of 
his Name raifed to the firft Dignities of the State, 
enjoying the Good Graces and Efteem of the Monarch 
more valuable than his Benefits. But O! what does 
it concern him what he was, and what is now doing 
upon Earth! The immenfe Extent of Eternity, which 
opens to his View ; the terrible Expedation of the Judg- 
ment of God i the Deftiny, the immutable Lot of a 
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new Lifr, which h be ^nning i^ver to haw an End ; 
conceive, if you can, the deep ImprefGon of the pcn^*- 
ttating Fears, of the tumultuous and rapid Agitations^ 
that flich Objects mufl make on his terrified and 
aftonifted Soul! Rel^ion had taught the Cardinal 
DE Flbury, that tenaporal Frofpcrity or Misfortune 
ave bat frivolous Dreams : that there is no true Happi- 
ncfi, no true Unhappinefs but in Eternity ; Religion 
had taught it hin^, he believed it i^ the Veil is rent ; 
he fees it, he feels it, he eiEperiences it. 

Very foon, Gentlemin, we too (hall fee it, we too 
ihall experience it as he does. A few Years, a few 
Days, perhaps, will terminate our Courfe here below. 
Did Heaven allow us Centuries, are we ignorant 
that the^ longeft Life were but an Inftant. In Com- 
parifon of Eternity, the Duration of the Cedar of 
Libantts will be no more than the Duration of the ten^ 
der Shrub that grows under its Shadow. I fee Nothing 
for Man but Co be bom and to die ; the Space that di- 
vides thefe two Terms is fo fmall that it can hardly 
be called any Thing. Wit, Talents, Wcakh, Credit, 
Authority, Reputation *, thefe Gifts, thefe Treafurea of 
Nature, or of Fortune, let us remember that they arc 
contained in an Earthen Veflibl, which fallsy and breaks 
to Pieces, leaving only Ruins and Wrack. Let us 
accuftom ourfelves to think, as we fhall think in Eter- 
nity; to judge, as we Ihall judge in Eternity. We 
fhall leave profane Man to wander in deceitful Hopes 
and Fallacies; fo far (hall we be from envying his Pro- 
perity, that we (hall deplore his fatal Illufion, For What 
is a Man 'profited^ if hejhallgain the whole Worlds and. 
lofe bis.own^Soull 

Happy therefore, yea a thoufand Times happy that 
Minifter fo truly wife, as to conceive that God is the 
firft Mafter ; Religion the firft Law ; the Happinefs of 
Eternity ,the only good Fortune that deferves to 
ingrofs the Heart. It belongs not to us. Lord, to dive 
into the Depth of thy Judgments! We believe, with 
St. Gregory^ that whatever Virtues a Man may have, 
he fhall be ftved only by the Benefit of thy great, thy 
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boundlcfs Mercies. Enter not into Judgment with thyt 
. Servant y O Lord-, for in thy Sight ftxdl no Man living 
be jujiified. Thy Mercies, thofe infinite Mercies we 
implore in his Behalf: Give a Place in a Manfion of 
Peace, to that peaceful Man ! Grant that meek and 
modefl: Man, an Inheritance in the Land of the Liv- 
ing. Let thy Heart open with Compaflion to that 
Man of extenfive Charity, whofe Heart i)cver was (hut 
to the Sighs, to the Tears of the Poor! Judge in the 
Multitude of thy Mercies, that Man, , who judged thy 
People with Goodnef^ and Humanity ! Be thoju pro- 
pitious to the Wiflies of a great King, and of a great 
Kingdom, of the Church, and of the State, of Religion 
and of the Country !• Reward the Services they can now 
no longer acknowledge but by their Defires and Pray- 
ers ! Be mindful of his Regrets, of his Groans, of his 
Faith, of his Charity, of his humble Confidence in his 
laft Moments ! Thou haft promifed that Sins fincerely 
bewailed, fhall be Sins forgotten ! If there remain in 
him any Trace of his Frailties, hear the Voice of the 
Blood of JESUS CHRIST that is about to be flied 
upon the Altar 5 the Gates of the Heavenly Jerufalem 
(hall reverence the Power of that mighty Voice; 
he (hall enter into the Reft of thy Elcft ; he (hall 
blefs, he (hall praife thy adorable Name, World with- 
out End. Amen. 



The End of the ORATION. 
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A 

CRITICISM 

UPON THE 

Funeral Oration 

O F T H E 

Cardinal de FLEURT. 

AS it fedongs only to the^Prcfs, Sir, to put the 
laft Seal to the Reputation of an Orator, I have 
long wilhcd to read fome printed Difcourfe 
of the Father de Neuville^ a Jefuity whofc ingenious 
and rapid Eloquence has had fo flaming a Vogue. The 
funeral Oration of the Cardinal Fleury^ pronounced 
k the Church of Notre-Damey the twenty-fifth of laft 
MonA, and delivered up to the greedy Curiofity of the 
Public, comts at length to gratify my Defircs. Nothing 
remains for me now but to fatisfy yours, and to com- 
«Himca«e to you, without Difguife, the Judgment of my 
Eyes. You know how favourable that of my Ears has 
<ver becD to the Orator. The Kind of Eloquence, in 
^ifhich the Father de Neuville has diljplayed his Abili- 
ties, had been carried to its higheft Perretftion by Meffrs. 
Bofuety FltcJner^.BoHrdakuey Mafcaron^ la Rue: Thefc 
kehad Reafon topropofe tohimfelf as Models, and it 
doubtleis would have been furprizing, had he not 
ibmetimes fallen into their Sentiments and Manner, 
even without his knowing it. What I now intend is, 
to procure you the Pleafure of the Comparifon, by fet- 
cing before your Eyes the beautiful Parts of his DiC- 
' CGurfe, that have feemed to me to refemble fome Pieces 
^fWc famous Orators. You fliall fee how diflTerent 
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Pencils can diffufc different Shades upon the lame 
Ground. This is the only Aim I propofe to myfelf, in 
that Kind of Parallel, which I beg you may believe 
free of all Manner of Malice. . I have too great a Va- 
lue for the Perfon and Talents of the Orator, to indulge 
myfelf in any Thing that may juftly give him Offence. 
I (hall conclude this Comparifon with fome Reflexions, 
wherein I (hall endeavour to paint with all the Can- 
dour and Good-Manners in my Power, the Genius and 
Charadkr of his Eloquence. 
The Exordium of the Difcourfc in Queftion, is 
* a Paraphrafe of the Words of the Book of Pro- 
verbs, which the Father de Neuville has taken for his 
Text : Happy is the Man^ who findetb IVtfdom. 
Length of Bays is in her Right Hand^ (^c. M. Her/an^ 
that illuftrious Member of the Univerfity of Paris^ 
who filled with Reputation one of the Chairs of £lo* 
quence in the Royal College, has precifely ufed the 
fame Text in the Latin Funeral Oration of M. le Tellier^ 
which he pronounced in the Sorbonne^ at the Service 
appointed by the Univerfity, for that great Miniftcr 
of a great King. The Orator proceeds next to his Divi- | 
Hon, which is Qmple and common : But I doubt whether 
it is quite fo exaft as it (hould be, and whether each Part 
has its due Character of Unity, ^tbe Cardinal de 
Fleury^ fays the Father de NeuvUkj arrives at Honours 
iy the Way of Merit and Services : He renders his 
Honours ufeful to his Country by bis ^alents^ and by the 
Ufe be makes of them \ he adds a new Lujire to bis 
Honours by the Brightnefs of bis Virtues. In a Word^ the 
Fanjour of the Prince obtained by Merit and Services^ 
fupported by Talents^ illujirated by Virtues : Such is the 
Plan of this Difcourfe, cHvided, as you fee, into three 
Parts, which return a little into one another. For 
indeed Talents and Virtues compofe Merit ; no more 
do I fee any Difference between Services and Talents 
rendered ufeful. The Orator in the firft Part (hews that 
the Cardinal Fleury afcended to Honours by Merit. 
Jt was neither one of thofe happy and unforefecnCircum- 
(tances, nor a profound and diffcmbled Ambition ^ in 

flxcMt, 
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Ihort, neither Cabal, nor Chance that made his Fort- 
tune. He feeks not Dignities^ fays thfc Father de Neu- 
vUlej he contents bimjelfwitb waiting/or them^ be waits 
not Jo mucb for them^ as be is waited for by tbemy be 
goes not fo mucb to Honours^ as Honours come to bim^ 
I Shall bis Elevation be looked upon a^ an Effeil of 

Chance? Chance ^ empy IVord^ invented by Ignorance 
— Chance is nothings it can do nothing. M. Flechier makes 
ufe pf the felf-fame Indudion in praifing the Choice 
that had been made of M. de Lamoignon tor Firft Pre- 
fidcnt. What think you^ fays he, was the Means that 
conduced him to this End ? Favour it could not be, for 
he had had no other Connexion vjith the Courts but fucb 
as bis Employments or Duty procured him. Was it 
Chance ? Nofurely ; for long was the Deliberalion, it being 
judged neceffary to determine fo nice an Affair wholly by 
Council J and to leave nothing to Fortune. Neither was if 
Cabal \ He being of the Number of thofe, who minded 
nothing but their Duty, &c. This is, you fee, the fame 
Subftance j but M. Flechier is the more diftinft, and le6 
the Rhetorician. 

The (hining Pifture the ingenious Orator draws of 
the Court, has gained the Applaufe of fomc Perfons. 
But a little Refemblance may be found betwixt that too 
and fome Pidures of it drawn by fevcral modern Ora- 
tors. I (hall content my fclf with con)paring it with 
that of Monfieur Herfan. The Father de Neuville brings 
the Abbe Fleury upon that changing and fluilualing 
Stage, where the Scene Jbifts every Moment, where, 
under the Appearance of Rejl reigns the mojt rapid Mo- 
tion: In that Region of bidden Intrigues, (T/'dark Per^ 
fidies, of deep and deliberate Wickednefs, where Men 
fhew RefpeSt without efleeniing, applaud without approv- 
ing, ferve without loving, hurt without hating^ offer 

themfehes out of Vanity ^^^g^g^ tbemfelves with^ 

out Sincerity, withdraw themfelves, abandon without 
Decency and without Shame. In that Labyrinth of 
crooked Windings, where Prudence walks in hazard, 
where the Road of Profperity fo often leads to Misfor^ 
tune^ where the ^(alities necefftry for Promotion, are 
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M Olflade towards the attaining it ; where you efiape 
Contempt only by incurring Hatreds where modejl Afert^ 
is forgot f becaufe it does not declare itfelf\ where Merit 
that Jhews it/elf is fet afide and ofprejfed^ hecaufe it h 
dreaded ; where the Happy have no Friends j fince there 
remain none to the Unfortunate. 

M. Herfan had faid before the Father de Neuvitle : 
^atjuft Man {M. leTellier) confidered himfelf at Courts 
as upon a Stage, where Virtue feems a Stranger^ where 
Vice in h^b Favour triumphs and dijplays itfelf with O- 
ftentation. Hefaw that he had a very difficult Character 
iofupport in that fhifting Scene, where Intr^cs are 
hatched and multiply, where reign reciprocal and ^f- 
guifed Dijirujls^ Treacheries^ Perf dies —^whcrc Care^^ 
fulnefs in difcbarging Duties is expofed to Envy^ Negligence 
to Criticifmy Severity to Hatred^ Lenity to Contempt Sin^ 

cerity to Perfidy He knew that Courtiers carefs For- 

tune when fhe begins^ cringe to her when Jhe increafeSy 
worfhip her when fhe is ejiablijhed, abandon her when 
Jhe is tottering^ and trample the Idol under their Feet^ 
how foon they fee her overturned. 

I now proceed to the Education of the Kmg, 
committed by Lewis XIV to the Cardirral Fleury. 
The Father de Neuville gives on this Occafion at mov- 
ing Defcription of the domcftic Loflfes that great 
Monarch fuffered in his old Age, and he points out all 
the fenfible Wounds, his paternal Heart was pierced 

with. I^ewis XIV more a Hero in the Decline of 

Tears than in the Bloom of bis Touth whofe Ptrtue 

proved by Misfortune ^ forced Fortune at length to blufti * 
at her Inconjlancy^ and made her know her Weaknefs. — • 
Lewis XIV hadjeen his numerous Pojlerity pafs away as 
a Shadow : Alone in his immenfe Palaces^ he feems to 
furvive himfelf: His Eyes on the Point of clofingfor ever^ 
perceive in the Room of fo many Flowers cropt in their 
Springs but one Flower fear ce blown^ weak, trembling, 

* The Father de Neuntille forgets here what he faid a lit^e high- 
er, that Fortune or Chance (for they are fynonymous Terms) is an 
gmpty IVord^ that it // nothings that it can do nothings confequently 
that it kno-wi nothing, and blujhes at nothing. 

almo^ 
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almofi devoured by the Bhfr that had withered and con- 
fumed y& ;;^^;ry flourifhing Stems, j^feco^d Jo^tt), the 
only Remnant of the Race of David, fnatched out of the 
Wrack of hU augtifi Houfe^ hardly able to make way 
through the Ruins under which he feeined buried. This 
Pidure is not an Original, ^e Father de la ^xxthas 
pdinted in the fame Colours^ the Houfe of Montmorency 
about to be extin5l. O the Depth of the Judgments of God ! 
fays that as pathetic Chriftian Orator, That fo ancient. 
GreatnefSy raifed on fo folidy and fo jufi Foundations^ 
Jupported by fo many Powers^ connected by Alliance with 
all the Thrones in Chriftendom, now on the Point of 
perifhing ! . The Heads of that fo powerful Houfe fallen ! 
alas ! under Strokes^ the very Remembrance of which 
gives Horror I Their Honours and their Merits extin£l ! 
Shall I alfo fay their dory with their Merits ? One only 
Child bbrn in Tears •, an Orphan befcre he is born^ hardly 
able to make way through the Midft of the Ruins of 
his Houfe, is dcflined^ &c. 

But let us continue to hear the Father de Neuville. 
On whom fhall the Choice fall of that Prince (LeWis XIV) 
grown old in the Study and Knowledge of Men^ whofe 
Choice of the Boffuets and Fenelons had proved and done 
Honour to his Judgment. He fends for the Bifhop of 
Frejus : To him he commits the Fate of his Family and 
Kingdom. 

The Orator enters next into a mifplaced Dettiil of 
different Educations. A weak, timorous, and effemi- 
nate Education^ that gives up the Heart to its Deftres^ 
the Humour to its Sallies^ the Imagination to its Ravings^ 
the Wit to its Inconjtancy. A gloomy, fierce, auflere 
Education^ whereof the dull and harfh Lejfons extinguifh 
the Fire of the Imagination. The Cardinal de Fieury 
had the inimitable Talent of taking away from Precepts their 
Drynefs, their Aridity, of occupying the Mind without 
fatiguing f/, of fixing it without confijting it^ of reproving 
bis King without difpleafing him, of contradiSiing him 
without provoking him^ of inviting him by the Bait vf ^ 

Pleafure // was by no tneans that Education of 

worldly and profane Wifdom^ %vhich leaves a Prince ig- , 
H Horant 
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mrant of nothings except of that which it moji concerns 
him to know, the Precepts, the Principles of bis Reli* 
gion A Child whom the throne aw ait 5 y is not ig- 
norant that he has a Mafter -, a Child who fills the Throne , 
is he ignorant that he is Ki7ig? The Heart and Pajfiom 
give him early Notice , I knozv not how, of his Greatnefs \ 
be tafles it before he knows it. The whole Piece, pyhat 
is it to educate a Prince horn for the Throne? feemed 
very beautiful to a great many of the Hearers, who did 
not refled that all the Flouriflies that are here lavifhed 
would have been rather more juft, might the Cardinal 
Fleury have been honoured with the Title of Governor 
to his Majcsfty, to whom he had the Glory of being 
Preceptor. 

But let us compare the Paffage I juft now quoted 
with what Monfr. Flechier has faid concerning the 
Education of the young Prince committed to the Duke 
de Montaufier. The King, who in his Choice, by doing 
Ju[lice to Merit, has always done Honour to his JVifdom, 
applauded hi?7ifelf by this, IVith what Confidence did be 
Jubftitiite him in his Place, in one of his mofl important and 
mnjl iudifpe/ifable Duties ? With what Gocdnefs was be 
pleafed to put that ficred Charge into fo pure, fo faithful 
Hands ? Having upon himfelf the zvhole Government of 
bis People, to hbn he allotted the wb'jle Management of 
his Son. He reco?nmended to him the Care of Inftru£lion, 
and tdbk upon hiiiifclf to fijew him great Examples. 
He had a Mind that the prejent jige fhould enjoy the Hap- 
pincfs cf his ^Reign^ and left to the Confcience and Abi- 
lity of that prudent Governor the Hopes of the Age to 
come. And then how great was his Gratitude for fo great 
an Honour? He facrificed his Pleafures, his Inter efis, 

bis Libs7'ty all his thoughts were centred in that 

young Prince For fear of foftening him by Tender- 

nejs, he borrowed all the Authority of the King : for fear 
of difcou raging him by the Aujlerity of Precepts, he put on 
the Bowels of the Father ; and by this juji Temperament, 
he brought forward the Fruits of his lieafon, and cor- 
reeled the -Faults of his Age. His chief Study was to ac^ 
tuflom him to know and to bear Truth. He was fenftble 

thai 
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that the Great are horn with certain Delicacies^ which 
firike with a tifnorous Awe the Courtiers who approach 
them \ that faithful Glajfes are never prefenied them ; 
that before they know they are Men^ and that they are 
Sinner Sy they are informed they have Subje£is^ and. that 

they are Maflers of the World. How often did 

he check a Flattery that like a winding Serpent^ was about 
to flide into his Soul ? How often did he extinguifh the 
Incenfe whereof the pleafing but ncxicus Odour would 
have poifoned bis yet tender Imagination ? Hew often did 
he caufe him to make the Difference between a Friend and 
a Flatterer? How often did he remove with a fever e Hand 
the firfl Veils that an artful Court was going to draw be^ 
fore his EyeSy in order to conceal fome ^ruth or Duty from 
him ? Allow me to reprefent him as that Horfeman St. 
John faw in the Apocalypfc. He was called faithful and 
true ; pointing out to that Royal Infant the Sources of 
Truth and Falfhood^ and forming in him an innocent and 
fincere SouU in the Worlds which St. Auguftine calls 
she Region ofFalfhood and Lyes. He morefeveral Crowns^ 
^plaining to him the Difference between good and had 
Heigns. He held in his Hand a flaming Swvrdy in order 
to cut the threads of his growing PaffionSy ^c. What 
a Pencil! What Colouring! What Noblcnefs ! What 
Abundance of Images ! 

The Cares of this virtuous Mentor^ purfucs the mo- 
dem Orator, were repaid by the Confidence and Friend* 
ihip of the young Monarch. Friendjhip^ refumes the 
Father de Neuvilky and Ifpeak of a King ! 'Tis pity 
this bright Thought is not new ; M. de Voltaire had un- 
luckily taken the Scart of him by beginning his Epiftle 
to the King of Pruff^a with this beautiful Verfe : 

^oi Prince ! Vous regneZj et vous m'^aime-z encore ! 

Were , not -Chance ^z;; empty word^ nvere it ^ny Thing, 
could it do any Thing, this Jumping of Sentiment 
might be afcribed to it. 

The fecond Part of the Funeral Oration contains 
fome bright Strokes, though fcattercd with Icfs Profu- 
fion than in the firft. The Father de Neuville abandons 
bis Hero for fome Time in order to compare creac 
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political Geniufes with great Geniufes in the litterary 
way. Afterwards returning to the Cardinal, he extols 
his vafl: Memory, which, according to our Orator, 
was the Source of the unalterable Peace of his Soul, of 
ths Vigour of his Mind, of the Strength of his Confti- 
tution, of the impenetrable Secrecy of his Politics, 
and even (which is ftill more furprifing) of the Tran- 
quillity of his Sleep. Hence^ fays he, that Peace, that 
Calm, that Tranquillity, whofe fmiling, gentle, ami- 
able ImpreJJlon dtffujed itfelf arctmd. Schemes formed, 
hy a flow and dull Meditation leave in the Look, in the 
Behaviour, the Trace, and as it zvere^ the Counter- blow 
of the painful Efforts that cccafion them. Did ever any 
one fee iii the Cardinal d e Fleury , that Air of penfive 
and unfociable Recolle£fion^ of uneafy l)iftra£lionSj of 
plodding and laborious Attention. Undifturbed, he will 
lend binifelf to the Gaiety of Converfation^ to the Amufe- 
ments of Litterature^ to the Detail of News^ of public 
md private Events. Hence ^ continues he (that is^ from 
his great Memory) that impenetrable Secrecy. Too often 

Stalefnen fuffer themfehes to be gueffed at their 

ProjeBs^ their Fears^ their Hopes are read in their Looks 
— Counfel in the Heart of Man is like deep Water; 
hut a Man of Underftanding will draw it out. ' Equally 
dextrous in concealing his own Proje5fs^ and in penetrating 
into your Defrgns. The latter End of this Portrait feems 
a!fo imitated from M. Bojfuet^ who makes the fame 
Encomium on M. k Tellier. He alone had the Art of 

faying and keeping fecret what was proper impent^ 

tl'able^ he penetrated into every Thing -, and while be drew\ 
cut the Secret of Hearts^ be was Mafter of himfelf^ ani 
faid only what he had a mind. He was that wife Man 

of whom it is written Counfel in the Heart of 

Man is like deep Water, (^c. This PaflTage is wholly 
in Bofjuet. As for the firft Part of the Portraiture, 
wherein ' the Orator extols the Pence and Freedom of 
Mind of the Cardinal, amidft the Tumult of Affairs, 
ic bears a confiderable Refcmblance to what the Father 
de la Rue fays of the Tranquillity of Soul of the Mar 
Ihal de Lu^ejnbourg^ in tlic Miull of the grearcft En- 
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terprifes. ff^tb what Facility ('tis the Father de la Rue 
i bat /peaks) did be give to tbofe vajl Bodies^ compofed of fa 
many different Parts^ tbofe Movements neceffary to the 
Succefs of great Enterprifes ! I fay Facility, Gentlemen ; 
/ would fay Prudence and fVtfdom, had I to defcribe 
one of tbofe prof ound Geniufes, whofe ConduSi is the Fruit of 
a plodding, morole, or laborious Application, and 
who fuffer the Importance of their Projefts to be read 
upon their Countenances. 

The Orator, after having painted the Qualities of 
the Minifter, enters into the Detail of the Minillry, and 
runs through the remarkable Events of it, with an elo- 
quent Rapidity. He forgets not our Advantages over 
the Houfe of Aufiria ; Tou fee, fays he, that Houfe, ef 
caped from IVrack, elated with fame Succeffes, attempt 

to force us to regret our Generofity^ Confound, puntfb 

my Heart forms Wifhes more worthy to he beard in 

the Sanhuary Lord, command the Wind and Waves ^ 

and Calm fhall take Place of the Tempeft. Could Father 
de Neuville have had in View, or could he only have 
jumped with that beautiful Piece of the Oration of 
Turenne ? Powers, Enemies of France, you live, and 
the Spirit of Chriftian Charity forbids me any Wijh for 

your Death Might you only accept of Peace 

and in the Abundance of your 'Tears, quench the Flames 
of a War, which you have unhappily kindled. God for* 
bid that I fhould carry my Wifhes further. I cannot 
quit this Piece of the Cardinal's Miniftry, without 
giving you, Sir, a political Reflexion of the Orator, 
truly worthy a Grotius or a Wicquefort. The Mo^ 
rnent you rife upon the Ruins of a too dreaded Power^ 
you become the Obje5l of the Terrors, you fucceed to the 
Hatred it infpired. Political Interejl divides what it had 
united ; it had armed Nations in your Behalf, in order to 
hinder your Fall', it arms them againfi you in order to 
prevent your Befigns. 

Some Perfons have alfo applauded the Pefcription 
the Orator gives of our prelent Difputes in ReligioOi 
Days of Prefutnption and Indocility, when through a Re- 
Jinement of Co?npliance ar,d of profound DiJ/imulaiicn, 
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i&rn?r, exUnfim and daring in Im^ PrajeSs^ timfirousand 
cautious in b^ Procedure^ condemns tU Church and quits it 
not, ackMet(dcdges Authority andfubwils not ; /corns the 
Toke of Subprdination and Jhakes it not off\ reverences 
the Pafiors and follows them nor ; im^rceptibly hofis the 
Bonds cf Unity ^ and breaks them not •, without Peace ^ and 
without War\ <if)iiboui Revolt^ and without Obedience. 
ThOft this Pidure is ingenious cannot be denied. But 
if you want fomething fublime, read the Piece of the 
Funeral Sermon oa the Qoee/i of England^ wherein 
the great BoJJuet (peaks of the Hercfies thiit have over- 
flowed that Ifland.. W^^re not that P^flage too long, I 
woqJd quotie it, and there alio you would difcover fbme 
Traits of Refemblance with the Father de Neuville. 
The Virtues of the Cardinal p e Fleury afford the 
Matter of the third Part. You havt doubtJds obferved, 
Sir, that the Father de Neuville iias already anticipated 
a Jittje up<a;i this Article « but as the Subjed is rich, he 
bas not exhiaufted it. I ftiall here give you the new 
Features wjaiereof he forms his Portraiture. Affable^ 
modefif, preventing^ what has he in loimnon with thofe im- 
perious M^Jlers^ Imitators of the Afiatic Pomp and 
HaughttKefs^ fevered from the Multitude by Ramparts, 
which 4ffiduity.and Per/ever ame cannot penetrat£ till after 
a ihoufand redoubled Efforts ; zvbofe Cabinets^ like the, 
Throne ^ Ahafuerus, furrounded with Barriers, not to be 
^er-leap^A without Danger^ are a SanEluary^ whence the 
'Divinity that inhabits them e^cdudes the profane People v 
and admits none but a few V/orf}npers^ who frequently 
reap no other Fruit of their Forwardnefs^ than the difmal 
DiftinSion of reading upon thofe dark and fupercilioiis Vi- 
fages^ the Uneafinefs their troublefome Prefence occafions 
them — You will doubtlcfs be frightenM at riie Length of 
this enormous Period, which contains nine or ten Mem- 
bers. Eafywas his Accefs^\iUv['\xt%\\\cO'CdL':oY^ Audiences 
he promifed with Pleafure^ granted mi\iOut Hefitation and 
without Delayy prolonged without Shagreen and without 
IVearinefs ; every Man had Liberty cf opening his Claims^ 
of fupporting his Pretenftons — Timorous Modejly was pre- 
fently encouraged j if there remained any Fear^ there was 

nothing 
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rtoAmg apprchetictcd bat a Mi&.zkt.-^ft^at Jhall I fay 
cf that; fa perfect, fo conftam, fi unalterable Evennefs 
tf Tempir f Very different from tbofe caprkriotis Men^ 
'tx^bo rejerving te (hemfehes all the Sweets, alt the Ad- 
vantages of Authority^ revenge therHfehes en ToUj for 
fbe Cares, /iSv Troubles that attend tfy Men^ wbofe 
Afffnents mujl hefiudiedy njoitb v>hoin d Favour is a ihow 
fand Ttmes paid^ before it h recevued^ ^je Cardinal vt 

{•'Jeury f peaks always with the fame Politen^fs^ hears 

with the fame Patienee^ anfwers with the fame AiiidnefSy 
decides with the fame tranquillity. A fofr anftrer -^-^-^ 
Righteous Lips Pleafant Word*. 

M. Bojfuet fcts forth in the fame Martnet* tlie Affabi- 
lity of M. le Tellier, by the Comraft of the harfh and 
haughty Manner of certain Minifters. He ejcprefles 
himfelf thus : In ordinary Audienees^ one always in bajle 
confounds your Under/landing : Another with an nneafy 
Countenance y and uncertain Looksy damps your Courage : 
That Man prefents himfelf to you out ofCuJlom or Decen- 
cy ^ and lets his noughts run a roving , nor can all your 
fFords fix his dijir acted Mind : This Man more cruel 
JUlly has his Ears flopped hy his own PrepoffefJionSy and 
incapable of giving Entrance to the Thoughts of other s^ 
hears only what he has in his own Heart. At the eafy 
Audience of that wife Magiflrate^ and by the Tranquillity 
of his favourable Countenance ^ a troubled Mind was calm- 
ed. Hhere did Men find thofe foft Anfwers that turn 
away Wrath (Refponfio mollis, lingua placabilis) i£c. 

M. Flechier fiys of the fame Magiftrate. Acceffible^ 
gracious y courteous ^ knowing well how to beftow his Timcy 
yet fometimes loftng it in order to fympathize with the 
Diftreffedy to whom there remains no other Confolafion^ 
but tedioufy to tell over their Mifery \ He was always 
communicative according to their 'OccaJionSy and could not 
fuffer thofe Men^ intrufled with the Affairs of the Public^ 
as well as of private Perfons^ who lock themfelves up^ 
become in a manner invifibUy and make their Cabinets a 
Sort of Rampart to their Sloth^ &c. He fays alfo, when 
fpeaking of M. de Lamoignon^ Did ever tbofe who flood 
in Need of bis Help^ find impenetrable Barriers betwixt 

them 
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them and him? Were they obliged tojiand tedious Houn 
at his Gate^ in order to wait one of his convenient Mo- 
ments ? Was he ever infenfthle^ I dorft fay to bis Fr'unds^ 
hut even ti the Indifcreet and Importunate ? Did be refufi 
any one the Liberty of telling him Things neceffary ? Did 
be not grant to many the Confolation of telling him fomir 
fuperfluous ? Could any one fpeaking to him of an Affair,, 
perceive by any Sign of Shagreen or Impatience^ that k? 
bad any other ? Did he opprefs the Unfortunate^ or did 
he make them purchafe by any Harfhnefs the Jujlice 

that be did them he heard with Patience, and an- 

fwer'ed with Mildnefs. 

YcfU fee how much Refcmblance there is between 
thefe three Pieces ; they are the fame in Subftance, and 
differ only in the Turn. I leave you to judge, who 
has the Ad\rantage of that Difference. It were needlelii 
to carry thefe Parallels any further ; fo I now come to 
conclude with the Judgment that Ihould be paffed up- 
on the Genius of the Orator, and on the Tone of his 
Compofition. His Wit is wonderfully fertile ; for he 
never meets with an Objed without dwelling upon it, 
and without bedecking it with acceflbry Reflexions, and 
and with art Elocution yfually pompous and eafy. 
There is nothing through the whole but a clafhing of 
Thoughts and Diction, multiplied Figures, exhaufted 
Turns, trifling Flourifhes, repeated Contialls, crouded 
Pictures, joined to a prodigious Flow of Words, Epi- 
thets, and Synonymies. This Funeral Oration contradids 
the Sterility our Language is reproached with, which I 
find a thoufand Times more copious in the Mouth of 
the Father de Neuville^ than was the Language of 
the Romans in that of Cicero. It is wrong to find 
fliult with the Manner of our Oratoi's declaiming, 
conformable, in my opinion, to his Manner of think- 
ing and writing. So far is his Pronunciation from 
being too rapid, that I believe it were an Advantage 
to him, were it ft:ill more fo. By the Means of that 
monotone Volubility, copious Stile appears compad. 
Redundancy efcapes the Attention of the Hearer-, 
and a Colleftion qf bright Strokes feems to form a 
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regular Pidure. It is an impetuous Flood that breaks 
through its Banks, and overflows all the neighbouring 
Fields, if you oppofe the leaft Dam to its Courfe. Tliis 
Dam there is no-body but has oppofed to the Father 
de Neiiville in the Silence and cold Blood of the Clofet. 
All his Readers have perceived that his flivourite Figure 
was that which Rhetoricians call Enumeration of Parts, 
or Conglohata^ an overwhelming Figure, when it is 
ufcd lavifhly. He would have appeared perhaps richer, 
had he been lefs fruitful. In fine, if that Copioufnefe 
is a Fault, it prefw-rves however commonly from one 
ftill greater, that is, from thofe fubile Refinements of 
Ideas, from thofe laboured Touches, and from that 
ridiculous Fuftian, an hundred Times worfe than FJat- 
neis, to which it was joined not very long ago. 

Some intelligent Critics have alfo condemned in the 
Funeral Oration a few imprudent AHufion§, and En- 
comiums that might be taken for Satyr, and fome 
pretty frequent falfe Conftru6tions. I have indeed ob- 
ferved fever'al Phrafes like the firft of the firfh Part, 
wherein Grammar is barbaroufly handled. They 
would alfo have wifhed more Order, more Juftncfs 
more Oeconomy, and above aH more Strokes'of Chrifti- 
anity: Not to mention certain Pieces of Declamation 
and mere Rhetoric, and a great Number of Latin 
Turns, that could not efcape their Ccnfure. It is pretty 
Angular for a French Orator to be reproached with La- 
tinifms : As for our Latin Orators, they have long found 
the Conveniency of Gallicifms. After all, this Difcourfe 
is the firft Sketch of the Father de Neuville in this W ay,, 
and he deferves mpre than any body to be read with Eyes 
of Indulgence. Whatever Genius a V\^riter may have, ic 
is very hard for him to fucceed ptrft.6i:!y in a firft Efliiy. 
His Brother the Father de la Rtie^ forbore publifhing his 
firft Funeral Sermon, which was that of Hejiry of 
Bourbon^ the firft of the Name, Prince of Conde, He 
had probably difcerned its Weaknefs ; and it is really 
not fo beautiilil as the reft. I am perfuaded (though 
many afTcrt the contrary) that the Sermons of our 
Orator are free from the Blemifnes that have been ob- 
frrved in that Funeral Elo^jry. But though they were 
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compofed in the fame Tafte, would they not hzvz 
their Value ? Would there not be found fome fine and 
delicate Thoughts, fome flourifhed Piftures of Vice, 
fome Portraitures IngeniouQy drawn, fome philofo- 
phical Reflexions, and a folid Subftance cloathed with 
new and poetical Expreffions ? The Pencil of the Fa- 
ther de Neuville brightens whatever it touches : It gives 
an Air of Life and Youth to the dulleft and molt an- 
cient Colours •, and Til venture to fay, that he is in 
EJoquence, what M. de Voltaire is in Poetry. Wc may 
apply to them both what the Orator himfelf has faid of 
the Cardinal Fleury : 1'hofe great Men ftrike our Eyes too 
near. It is ivith them as with Statues dejiined to adorn our 
public Edifices^ to decorate tte Fronts of temples and Pala- 
ces: their Beauties^ their Features Jhejujlnefs of the Propor- 
tions^ are net difcovcred^ do mtfhine hut at theproperDtJlance, 

And indeed, I am perluaded that the Father de 
Neuville chiefly defigned his Fmieral Sermon for being 
pronounced, and that he fuppoied that when it Ihould 
be read in Print, his Readers would place him in a 
favourable Point of View, and that they would not judge 
' of it as a Performance calculated precifcly for being read. 
Juft fo the great Mafter who painted the Dome of the 
Invalids, did not mean that his Figures fliould be be- 
held near : For then they fio more appear natural \ the 
.Colouring is irregular -, the Features crouded ; every 
thing offends the Eye, but thofe Paintings viewed from 
below charm all Connoifieurs. There is in like Man- 
ner a Kind of Optics for certain Performances, whether 
Dramatic or Oratory. Some there are, that aje rather 
to be heard than read, being lefs compofed for the Eyes, 
than for the Ears ; lefs for the fevere Examination of the 
CJofet, th.in for the Attention of an indulgent Auditory. 

It is eafy to fee from all 1 have been faying, that the 
Eloquence of the Father de Neuville is not furely that of 
Bojfuet^ Fkchier^ Majcaron^ Bourdaloue^ la Rue^ &c. 
B^Jfuet difdaining the talfe Shining of the puerile Anti- 
thefis, defpifing Art, giving himfelf up wholly to Na- 
ture, produces more Things than Words. From his 
manly Pencil flow thofe noble Ideas, thofe bright Touch- 
es, thofe Strokes of I magi nation, thofe FJalhes of Wit, 
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that ravifli the Soul, and fill Mens Minds with that En- 
thiifialm which is efFefted by fublittie Energy. Some Ne- 
gligences of Diction may be pardoned in him on account 
^the divine Pieces that transport us, and make us trem' 
ble. What Fire, what Life in all his Pifturesf He knows 
neither the esctravagarit Hyperbole, nor the dull Mono- 
tony, nor the acute Epigram, nor the infipid Quibble. 
Thefe he leaves to thofc jejune Orators, Who degrade 
the Majefty of Religion, and facfifice it fhamefully to 
the pitiful Defire of plcafing trifling Wits, and of tic- 
kling their Ears, He fays only what the Copioufneft 
of his Sulked infpires him with, and he fays it always 
in a Manner that makes ImprcflTion. He does not feek. 
the Beauties difflifed through his Funeral Oratiops, He 
contents bimfelf with waiting for them ; he waits not fo 
much for them as he is waited for by them \ he goes notfo 
much to Flowers ds Flowers comt to him: Flecbier' 
fmoofher, more elegant, and more tender, fpeaks more 
to the Heart, and aftoniflies lefs the Mind. He 
moves you by the Elevation of his Thoughts, and 
by the Sentiments of an affecting Piety. He is now 
and then fublime, but he would be almofl always fo, 
were he not too careful of the Symmetry of his Style. 
What Pity *tis he did not perceive that he might 
have difpenfed with the Compafs and Level? I find 
again in Mafcaron the Strength of jS^?^/?/';, . but never 
the Politenefs of Flecbier. Had he had as much Tafte 
as either, he would be on a level with them, and 
would not yield to them the firft Honours of the Pulpit: 
Thefe three great Orators reprefent to me our three 
great Tragic Poets, Corneille, Racine^ and the Author 
of Rhadamifie and Atree. Father Bourdaloue is in his 
two Funeral Elegies, as in his Sermons, warm, earneft, 
perfuafive, and pathetic. A profound Reafon improved 
by the fublime Morality of the Gofpel forms his 
Charafter. An ingenious Divifion, a juft Coherence 
of the different Parts, Vehemence of Style, and the 
Beauties of Facility (hine in the Funeral Difcourfes of 
Father de la Rue. Some particularly admire that natural 
Way of Writing formed from the Ancients, and from 
which the Moderns deviate only becaufe theyjiave not 
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Genius enough to make a Thought Ihine by its own 
Luftrc. Orators that want that Strength of Judgment 
find themfelves obliged to difguifc their Barrennefe 
under foreign Ornaments, and to have Recourfe to the 
jingling Figures of the Schools. They are in Elo- 
quence what the Goths were in Architecture •, and in- 
capable of attaining the noble Simplicity of the Greeks^ 
the Romans, and the French juft cited, they fupply ic 
by all the Ravings of a difordered Imagination^ 

But what conftitutes with me the chief Merit of thofe 
Oracles of the Pulpit, is that they are grave and folid, 
and that in them great Aftions never are praifed, but 
when they have virtuous Motives, They knew the 
whple Difficulty of the Art of Funeral Oration, 
which confifts in making an ufeful Mixture of human 
Actions with the Truths of Chriftianity, and in enlight- 
ening the former by the Candle of Religion. They 
alone have had the Art of forming an admirable Con- 
texture that turned to the Inftruftion of their Hearers, 
ahd^ to their Heroes Praife, without making ule of 
fulfom Flattery^ . and of infipid Falfhood. When they 
celebrated the Virtues, the Talents, and the Services of 
a Prince, of a General, of a Magiftrate, of a Staief- 
man, pf a Miniller, they were afraid that by deviating 
from the Truth, they might hurt both themfelves and 
their Heroes, by lavifliing on thefe a falfe Incenfe in 
the Eyes of an intelligent Hearer. For this Reafbn it 
is that they, fcrupuloufly attached to Truth, lay open 
with Sincerity what they did for God and the World, 
and that diving into the mod fecret Recefles of their 
Hearts, they there difcern their Sentiments and 
Thoughts. Their very Faults give them no Pain ; 
they do not fcek induftriouily to cloak them, and when 
they cannot draw from them Matter of Encomium, 
they find in them a Fund of Inftrudlion for the Hearer. 
In a word, their Funeral Orations do not refemble thofe 
Panegyrics of the Heathen Emperors, wherein fordid 
Flattery borrows the Ornaments of an utterly profane 
Eloquence. 

The End of the CRITICISM. * 
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REFUTATION 

Of the for<;gQing 

C R I T I C I S M, ^c. 

IW A S prtey fmc^ M^i^m^ as I itold Yqu, that 
ibmethiog wovild be fcribbled dg^inft the pMmrd 
Oration^ and that the Siiccef$ ^f that great Fcr- 
formancc, would provoke i;he Envjr of tbe Critics. 
Had the Fa^r 4^ hfeuville afl;^ my Advke» I fhouM 
doubtleis have g;v^ k ag^inO: hi$ rumiing the rifle of 
the Prefs, and againft hk deU^ri^ up that precious 
Morfcl to the gmdy Curwfity of the pro&ne Public. 
The Piece had produced its Ef&ft ; it had deceived 
the Ears : The Opinion we hajl ail carried away of it, 
declared it a Mafter-piece to the World, and dbe Ap^ 
prpbatipn of the Court was fufficient to immortaiize die 
Author. But as fame defired mightily to Jee in Prim, 
what was not at all defigned for reading ; the Orator 
finding himfelf obliged to yield to fuperior Comniands, 
or to the Importunities of his Friends, incroached i<> 
far on his Modefty as to fufFer it to be printed, and fo 
happened what t had forcfeen. The Pedants have ex- 
amined in th^ falfe Light of tl^ Clofet, what we had 
admired in the PerfpeSlive of the Pulpit, and have 
ftrenuoufly exerted thieiDfelves to fearch for {omt Faults 
in it. But have they found any ? I maintain the Ne- 
gative, and find nothing eafier than to confute their 
Cenfure. 

It is very hard, however, that a Man who has car- 
ried the A pplaufes of a Court fo intelligent as ours, 
that an Orator exprefsly cut out for it, fhould be expofed 
to the Cricicifm of a SubaUertty whofe TdSitfidtly Citi- 
zen, 
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wh, formed by an obfcure Study, has no Relifh of 
Things of Genius. Ought Orators of a certain Rank 
to be accountable for their Succefs, and fubordinated 
in fome fort to Writers of an inferior Order? *Tis -an 
Abufe, in my Opinion, that fliould be refprmed, 
and an Outrage upon good Tafte, whereof the Court 
is the undoubted Arbiter, and the City has at moft but 
fome Tinfture by Reflexion. But to return to the 
Father de Neuville. 

You know that Father, Madam 5 you know that 
after having tried, formed, cultivated his Apoftolical 
Talents Jn Miffions into the Country, the Jefuits full 
bf Ss^city, happy, dextrous in diftinguifliing Gc- 
niufes, thought him fit to (hine on a greater Stage, 
and therefore called him into the Capital. He was 
placed all ofafuddenat the Head of our Chriftian Ora- 
tors, c^QmJbed to fee him with one Bound overleap the 
JmmenJHy of the Dijiance^ and appear at the E$fd of the 
jRace^ before he had begun to run it. 

The Author of the Critical Letter did not imagine, I 
believe, to hit the Nail on the Head fo« luckily, when 
he conipared the Father de Neuville to our peerlefs and 
charming Voltaire. He is indeed pretty much the fame 
Genius: See the Father de Neuville at Table, in a Cir- 
cle, with a Duchefs, in the Cabinet of a Courtier ; He 
is univerial, inexhauftible, ever new. His Wir, Tafte 
and Learning, his Art of painting, his Knowledge of 
the World, fhine every where confpicuous. He has 
all the agreeable Intelligences, all the Refouroes of 
Imagination. He multiplies himfelf, fo to fpeak ; he 
is fometimes a Statefman, and talks of the Finances ; 
at other Times he difcourfcs of War, as well as our 
very Generals: Profound as he is in the Pulpit, he 
handles a Point of Converfation with a Copioufnefs, a 

Facility, a Fire, with Graces la a Word, the Re- 

femblance is perfed in many refpefts, between the Poet 
and Orator -, and one who accufes the latter of having 
borrowed from the former that lively, delicate, happy 
ExprefTion, which becomes almoft a Thought (Friend- 
fbip I and I fpeak of a King !) muft needs be ignorant 

that 
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that Geniufes of this Order jump with one another 
without knowing it, without ceafing to be Originals, 
and that the fame Turn of Mind produces pretty near 
the fame Ideas. If from the Country where the Fa- 
ther de Neuville fignalized the Eflays of. his Miniftry, 
his Reputation had pierced, his Name had reached, as 
far as Voltaire^' he would doubtlefs have forthwith af- 
figned him a diftinguiflied Place by him in the Tem- 
ple OF Taste, and would perhaps have aflbciated him 
upon better Grounds than M. Rollin did one of thofe 
charming Aftrefles he has fo much celebrated in his 
Works. 

The Cricicifm of the Funeral Oraticn rolls chiefly 
upon fome Imitations charged againft the Father de 
Neuville. Thefe are fome Pieces of Bojfuet^ Flecbier^ 
Bourdalouey la Rue^ &c. which that Father's vaft Read- 
ing, which his traSable Memor'j^ faithful in reprefenting 
to him whatever is committed to it, often too exaSi 
in ferving him, may poflibly have fuggefted to him 
in the Heat of Compofition, and which dreffcd in his, 
own Colours, may have paflfcd in the Croud of his own 
Ideas. But for fome fuppofitious Children, our Orator 
is neither the lefs fruitful, the lefs new, nor the lefs 
original. We are^ on the contrary, infinitely obliged 
to him for having revived fo many beautiful Strokes, 
which neither you, Madam, nor I, nor a thoufand 
others fhould have , dreamed of feeking in their 
Sourcef, 

Let me add, that if there is not fome 111- Nature in 
pretending that he has taken his Text from I don't 
know what Profeflbr, as little known at Court as are all 
thofe of the Univerfity, this Remark favours at lead 
of the College, and plainly fpeaks the plebeian Crici^. 

The Obfervation he makes alfo upon that admira- 
ble Part; What is it to educate a P^incp born 
rpR the Throne? ^bat all the Strokes it contains 
were jujler^ had the Cardinal de Fleury been the King^s 
Cover nour^ is mere Cavil. Every one knows what In* 
fluence a Preceptor, whofe Vitws are not always con- 
fiacd within the Limits of his Employment, may have 
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over the Difpofition and Genius of his Pupil. But 
even at the Hazard of a little Juftnefs, what can be 
wi(hed after that (hining Piece, and the afFefting Detail 
of the different Educations. Among all the Syftems 
extant, nothing can be found more rational, and all 
thofe acceflbry Bt^auties do no manner of Harm to the 
principal. In general, it muft have required a great 
deal of Art to enrich a Subjeft already fo rich, to in- 
chafe in it all thofe Ornaments, that ingenious Sketch 
of the Court, that of the Difputes in Religion, and fo 
many others that make fo fhining an Appearance. 
They are, if you will, but Pieces of inlaid Work, 
or Cartridges, that compofe the Frame, and which 
ferve to fet off the principal Pifture -, they are however 
finely executed, and finidied even to the Claro-obfcuro, 

I now proceed to the Judgment the Critic has pafs- 
ed upon the Genius of our Orator, and the Tone of 
bis Co7npofttion. He allows him great Fertility, the 
Talent of a Declaimer, by what he infinuates. But 
what does he underftand by accejfor^ Reflexions, by 
Clajhings cf Tkcughts and Di£iion ? Can he mean by 
thofe acceJlforf Reflexions x\itTx2iV\{\x\ov\^ of the Funeral 
Bifcourfe? They are indeed fo many Reflexions ; but 
'tis in this Part, in my Opinion, that the Father de 
Neuville excels. The whole of his Difcourfe is con- 
nefted with great Aft, and the Thread of it is almoft 
imperceptible. One Reflexion makes way for another 
Reflexion; one Series W^^ ^/^ another Series ; the 
Subjed grows, enlarges by Degrees, gives Notice to At- 
tention, and always prevents any Fear of Sterility. 
Thefe Reflexions (kilfully managed, ferment, if I may 
fo fay, and are a Leaven that raifes the Lump of the 
Dtfcourfe. 

Clajhings of Thoughts and DiBion look wondrous like 
Concetti : But I fufpeft the Critic to have thereby in- 
tended to mark all thofe delicate Oppofitions between 
the Ideas and Exprefllons ; fuch as, Happy /;; joining 
Complaifance — »— with the Probity of the honeft Man. 
Complaifance and Probity, what a Contraft ! Perhaps 
alfo he means fomc pf them in thofe pretty Phrafes 

fo 
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familiar to the Orator. He feeh not after DlgmtieSi 
be contents bimfelf mtb wailitig for them. He -waits not 
fo much for tbem, as be is waited for by them. IVaitwgt 
waitsy waited. What Ideas are contained in thefe fe«r 
Words ! And indeed in the whole Difcourfe, Thoughts 
arc accumulated, croud upon, and clajh with one ano- 
ther. Therefor there is a Fertility of Things, as well 
asof Expreffions. , , , tt . 

The Critic grants that the latter does Honour to our 
Language^ and cannot forbear applauding our Orator's 
Manner of declaiming, conformable, fays he, to his 
Manner of tbinking and writing. He adds that it were 
SH Advantage to bim, to pronounce pll more rapidly, and 
all this followed by the Imputation of his being diffufe. 
redundant, prolix. But though this clear-fighted 
Critic had not pteviouQy informed us that he here 
gives us the Judgment of his Eyes, it were no hard 
Matter to perceive it. And therefor may it not be 
oppofed to him, that to judge judicioufly by the Or- 
mnof the Eyes of a Piece of mere PerfpeSlive, as he 
% pleafed to define it, he ought to have read that Per- 
fomiance with the fame Rapidity with which our Ears 
catched it from the Mouth of the Orator. The copioui 
Style would then have appeared more compaSf^ the Ke" 
dundancy would btfve efcckped bis curious Avidity. But the 
Eyes of a naufeating Critic, who feeks only to juftify 
hil Diflike, area Kind. of Prifm, that difiblves Ob- 
jeas by drawing them near. Now though this were 
the fureft Method of judging ot ingenious Pertorman- 
ces, I fhould prefer an Illufion that flatters me, to a Dif- 
covery that dimioilhes my Satisfaftion j and lo 1 de- 
dare for the Judgment of the Ears. 

Some again wx the Father de Neuville, according 
to the cTnfor, with imprudent Jlluftons, Encomiums 
that might be taken for Satyr, falfe ConftruSions, Latin- 

'^'"por^my Part, I cannot perceive where thofe Allu- 
fions are lo be found ? Is there ^"V W>-"^f "'^f '" A^^^^^ 
Common-Place fo happy, fo new by the Ufe the Ora- 
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tor makes of it, and which fo excellently clofes thc*-^ 
Exordium. Need I beg of you^ GEiiTLEMEijj a favour- 
able Aiieniion ? I know that in vulgar Minds Encomium is 
wont to offend the jealous Delicacy of Self-Love. I know 
that with refpell to tbofe Men^ who were the Depojitaries 
of Favours^ Pride feeks to fatisfy itfelf^ to revenge itfelf 
on the Perfon for the fervile Homages it fo often lavijhed 
on Fortune But the NoblenefSj the Elevation of your 
Sentiments fecure y9U from the Indignity of fo injurious a 
Sufpicior. 

The Father de Neuville having to fpeak before 
an Affembly of Courtiers, whofe jealous Delicacy 
might have been offended by a lefs moderate Elogy 
than his, was fenfiblc of the Neceflity of obvi- 
ating Pride and Self Love. But mark with what Ad- 
drefs he befpeaks their Favour. What Complaifance 
and Precaution is there in that Apoftrophe, which, 
without debafing the Hero, (hews the cautious Cir- 
cumfpeftion, and prudent Diffidence of the Panegyrift ! 
In all the Funeral Orations our Nation ever produced, 
I defy the beft Eyes in the World to difcover a 
Stroke of fuch Strength. 

Would they accufe of Imprudence thofe fine 
Touches, thofe ftriking Contrails, thofe Points of 
View, whether interfperfed in that exquifite Pifture of 
the Court, or in the multiplied Portraits of the 
Cardinal? Muft there not be Shades in Paintings, and 
could the Orator fhew his Hero in different Lights, 
without all thofe Oppofitions, which have perhaps been 
denominated imprudent Alluftons ? 

As to the Encomiums that might be taken for Satyr, 
I can guefs what the Critic underftands by thefe 
equivocal Encomiums, or rather what he has not at 
all underftood. Of twenty Inftances that offer, one 
may fuffice. 

The Father de Neuville, a Man of too great Judg- 
ment to praife the Subjeft at the Expence of the 
Mafter, offers to his Hero in Quality of Minifter, only 
an Inc^nfe relative to the Prince> and this is a Touch 

of 
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of great Dexterity. Ab I what other Reigns^ fays het 
bat/e borrowed their Glory from the Genius of the Mem 
called to the Adminijiration of public Affairs. But here 
rV is the ^alilies of the Monarch that conjiitute the Glory 
of the Mirnfter ^"•^•'-^'The less the Cardinal dcFleury 
"tvas NECESSARY, the more glorious will it be for him^ 
that fot great a King thought him ufejul to the Welfare of 
bis Kingdom. An Encomium true, delicate, Angular, 
as finely exprcflfcd and turned, as happily thought, 
and profoundly ftudied, an artful Encomium that 
regards equally the Mafter and the Subjedt. 

The Cardinal de Fleury was little neceffary^ but the 
King thought him ufcful. Behold the Difcernment of 
the Prince honoured by the Choice of the Minifter, 
nfelefs as he was to him in reality, becaufe 'tis fufficient 
for him to have thought him neceflary ! Behold the 
Glory and the Capacity of the Minifter immortalifed 
by the Confidence and Choice of the Prince ! This 
judicious Touch is ftill more ftriking, its Juftnefs is 
more fenfible when it is fet in its due Point of View ; 
I mean, after the Detail of the uncommon Qualities 
of the Cardinal ; the proper Talents of the Miniftry^ 
vaft, numerous, unbounded, I would fay almoft in- 
compatible, did not the Orator dcmonftrate their A- 
greement, their Union, their Harmony, their Oeco- 
nomy. 

What do they ezWfalfe ConJlruSlions^ and Latinifms? 
Is it thofe Boldneflfes of Style, thofe Inverfions of 
Phrafes, thofe Poetical Turns, thofe Thoughts inter- 
rupted, hardly fketchcd, thofe Paffages where the 
Scnfe is broke off, and fufpended, in which the Piece 
in queftion abounds? Ah! Gentlemen Purifts, you 
know nothing at all of the Matter. That is the Style 
peculiar to the Genius. Leave we timid and frigid 
Writers to fubjeft themfelves to the Rules of Art, to 
the common Ufages of Language : A delicate, fine, in- 
genious Writer forms always ^ Language to himfelf : 
He for the moft Part fpeaks only to the Imagination, 
to the Wit. An ancient Painter ufed to give his 
Pidlurcs foinc Delicacies which fupplied the Deficiencies 

of 
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of his Pencil. "• ^bere was more thought than expreJfeLi 
Such is the Manner of the Father de NeuvilU ; He 
muft be guefTed at, and is guefied at. 

Would you fee fome pretended Faults of Style? 
That Phrafe in the Exordium is doubtlefs one in the 
delicate Eyes of our Cenfor. Temples j Academies daily 
refound with Lejfons adapted to teach that fVtfdom ; hut 
rarcy very rare^ are the Examples capable of perfuadittg 
it. This perhaps is a Latinifm. I have almoft forgot 
my Latin ; but the TranfpoHtions which conftitute, in 
my Opinion, the whole Beauty of this Period^ were 
fufficient to give me fome Tafte for that Langua^;e. 

Begging Vaugelai^s Pardon, the Beginning of the 
firft Part pleafes me alfo to the higheft Degree. 

To arrive at the moft eminent Dignities of the Church 
and State^ to poffefs all the Titles and Honours that Priefi^ 
hood and Empire can bejlow^-^^^wben Providence is 
pleafed to prefent to the H^orld fuch Prodigies of Ele- 
vation, Jiraightway jimbition, &c. 

Do you cfefcrvc. Madam, the Mechanifm of this 
Phrafe ? The firft Member (a School Term this, which 
I remember by accident) The firft Member then, ac- 
cording to the Purifts, fhould be followed by one of 
thefe Forms, Thefe are Prodigies of Elevation^ tec. This 
is the fTork of a Providence , &c. But how agreeably 
is the Attention of the Reader fufpended by the new 
Turn which disjoins the two Members, and breaks 
off the Senfe ! This rough Paffage forms to my Tafte 
I don't know what Harmony, which reprcfents to 
me the Effedl of fublime Intervals in Mufic, could 
you believe that I find in it fomething of Rameau ? t 

Now I talk of Mufic, here are fome Tacets. When 
be is fpeaking of the Education of the King commit- 
ed to the Bifhop of Fr ejus. Here Jhould Inoi finijh my 
Bifcourfe ? The Approbation of the Father^ and the Virtues 
of the Son! Lewis XIV and Lewis XV ! Thefe are 

* TimanthuSf who excelled in Expreffion, painted more for tbd 
Wit, than the feyes. F/injf (ays of his Works : Plut htelli^tw 
quam fingitur, 

f A famous Mufidan of Paris. 

^ , fome 
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e of his acute and poinant Strokes, which /ay and 

wt fajy and which abne are as good as fome long 

iods. 

This Figure (probably it is one) is frequent in the 

Funeral Difcourfe ; but we (hall prcfently fee it ufed 

pith a peculiar Juftnefs, applied with infinite Arc: 

i he Orator mentions the Commotions in the Norths 

bn occafion qi the King of Poland, ^hat Prince unit- 

td to France iy the moft facred Ties^ the Defires of bis 

Country call him ; Cabals^ intejiine Fa^ions conduif^ 

ed^ fomented^ fupported^ emboldened* But let us 

forget Events revenged by the Succefs of War^ made amends 

for by the Advantages of Peace. -^ How much does this 

fay, in faying nothing! See how lightly, how delicate- 
ly the Poland Affair is touched on. How admirably 
does this artful Interruption charafterize that fingular 
Event! *Tis the Pidlure of the Painter that infpires the 
Thought. 

In Ihort, fays the Critic, they would have wUhcd 
to have found in Father de Niwville'% Performance, 
TJiore Order y more Juftnefs^ more Strokes of Cbrijlianity. 
This indefinite Reproach and dcftitute of all Manner 
of Proof, fufficiently declares the fmall Compafs of the 
Ccnfor's Judgment. I don*t know what Notion 
People now entertain of the Funeral Difcourfe ; but 
if I might be allowed to hazard my IVay of 'Thinking 
upon this Kind of Compofition, I would compare 
Funeral Oration and Panegyric in general to the Pin- 
daric Ode ; where all is Enthufialm, all Delirium, 
where the Imagination gives itfelf full Scope, where 
the Genius gradually rifes, takes its Flight, foars aloft 
like an Eagle, till it lofe itfelf in the Clouds. It is not 
there then (I fpeak of Funeral Oration) that we are 
to feek that Juftnefs, thofe Proportions, that Analy- 
tical Method which deadens the whole ; or the Di- 
da<5lic of Homilies. In it a beautiful Diforder is an 
Ejff-e£i of Art. All Manner of Rambles are allowed 
the Pancgyrift ; Excurfions into Politics and Hiftory, 
ingenious Syftems, Pidures of Manners: Some Images, 
fome delicate Reflexions, above all fome Wit ; fome 

Flafhes, 
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Flatlics, fome Sailies, fome Turn and Richnefs in th 
Expreflion 5 thcfe are all that is required of him. Ii 
fliort, he ought to give a loofe to the whole Impetu 
ofity of his Genius. 'Tis a Torrent, which, fwellec 
with the Waters it coll efts or abforbs in its Courfe, rufii 
cs down from the Top of a Rock, and growing always 
more rapid, and more copious, falls in Cafcades*. Am 
I not infenfibly tracing the Charader of the Father de^ 
Neuville? Yes, Madam, he is the Pindar of thei 
Pulpit. You know, at lead by Reputation, that fub- 
Kmc Poet who praifed every Thing, and even the 
mmuteft Matters in the moft magnificent Manner. 
What can I add to this Charafter? I leave you to 
diftinguifb the Juftncfs of the Comparifon in all its 
Parts J but chiefly in tbofe Oratory Profufions, in that 
Luxury, if I may venture the Expreflion, every where 
fct forth, difplayed, prefented by the fumptuous Pa- 
negyrift. Another manifeft Trait of Refemblancc, is 
the Art of fetting Objedts in the Light the moft favour- 
able to the Def^n of the Poet and Orator, which ren- 
ders them at once concife, and fuperabundant; an Art 
common to both, and wherein they both excel. Thus the 
Father de Neuville^ fometimes frugal of Expreflions and 
lavifti of Meaning, paints a great Event in four Words, 
and difcovers a long Train of Fads : Sometimes on the 
contrary, frugal of Meaning, he artfully drowns a fin- 
gle Faft, a Reflexion in a Torrent of Expreflions. 

To return to the Want of Oeconomy, which the 
fordid Tafte of the Critic feeks propofteroufly enough 
in a Performance where the Orator is carried away> 
a* it were, againft his Will, by the Force of his Sub- 
J€^ ; I forgive him for not feting all tl>e Beauties that 
refult from it. But I cannot give up the Divifion to 
bim. 1'hs Favour of the Prince cblained by Merit and 
Services, fupported by Talents^ illjujlraled by Virtues^ 
Merit and Virtues ; Services and Talents ! It belongs 

* Monte decurrew ^thit amnis, imhres 
S^uem fuper not as aluere rtpas : 
FervSt, immenfufqrie ruit fr of undo 

PmdarUt $rr^ Hor^t. 

not 
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Dot to every body to talte thofe delicate Differences, 
to modify (o fimple Ideas, then to extend, and to 
implify tnem, with fo much Jufthefs and Diftinftion as 
the Orator retraces them within each of the Parts of the 
Difcourfe* 

As for the Strokes of Cbriftiamty^ wherein the Oeco- 
fiomy of the Father J^ Neuville is moft unjuftly com- 
plained of; begging the religious Cenfor^s Pardon, 
there are fufficirnt to content very Devotees. J'wo 
Paflages of the Holy Scripture, bcfides the Text (for 
I have taken the Pains to count them) three from St. 
Augujline and another Father : That tender Piety of 
the Cardinal on his Death -bed fet forth with fo much" 
Unftion ; his fometimes burning, fometimes moderate 
Zeal for Religion, fo pathetically defcribed ; his Fer- 
vour in Divine Service, efpecially in the latter Part of 
his Life, and his Relilh of the Book of the Imitation^ 
reprefented in fo edifying a Manner \ laftly, that fub- 
lime Touch upon Eternity, wherein the Orator hoiily 
poetical, tranfports us with his Hero-*— —I muft own 
myfclf entirely ignorant of Chriftianity, if thefe are 
not Strokes, and fenfible Strokes of it. Would they 
then, thofe Breviary- mongers, have had a Piece of 
Eloquence defigned to fire the Imagination, made a 
Capucbinade^ an inftpid Homily ? 

You remember. Madam, "that fine Sermon on Hti^ 
mour we heard together. It was pure la Rocbefoucault^ 
and la Bruyere : 1 his is what I call preaching ! As lit- 
tle of Holy Scripture as may be ; for every body has 
it by Heart : Of Chriftian Morality, pcijfmo. Yet 
Jefs from the Father^, as they are become trite. This 
Refource (hould be let alone to the Janfenifis^ 
who dare not fpeak but after their Books. A Wit, a 
Man who thinks, is original even in the Pulpit. He 
lives with Men in order to know them ; he ftudies 
the World in the Midft of the World ; this is the great 
Book of the Father de Neuville^ the Book he is beft 
acquainted with, and that he cites moft. Hence all 
thofe refembling iPidtures, thofe finifhed Pieces, thofe 
lively RcprcfcntationSj thofe delicate Satyrs on delicate 

L Vices> 
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Vices, which gently afFeft the Imagination, and pr^ 
fcnt to it only Objefts fitter for the Speculation ol 
devote Circles, than the auftere Meditation of tin 
Deferts. 

No, my little Critic, the Eloquence of our Orator 
is not thac of the Bojfuets^ the Fiecbiers, the Bour- 
dalouesy &c. It is the Eloquence of the Father de Neu- 
ville-y an Eloquence fingular, peculiar to himfelf alone, 
which is his only, and extends to none beyond him: 
Add to this Elogium, who can ! 

Nothing further was wanting, Madam, to the Te- 
merity of the Critic, but to attack the principal Part 
of the Funeral Difcourfe ; I mean to accufe the Author 
of Flattery, of Difguife, of Profufion even and Ex- 
cefs, in difpenfing of the Flowers which he ftrews 
with fo liberal a Hand over the Tomb of his Emi- 
nence: This, however, he prefumes to do in an indi- 
redl Way, by the equivocal Reflexions that clofe his 
Letter. In order to make a Counter-part to this Piece, 
and to juftify the Father de Neuville in every Point, 
I ftiould need only to aflemble all thofe fcattered 
Touches, that form the Charader of his Hero, and to 
colleii them under one Point of View that would 
fhew you their Proportion, their Conformity, their 
Juftnels : But as this Kind of Analyfis would carry me 
to too great a Length, fome few of them fet before 
your Eyes, will be fufficient to make you judge of the 
Fidelity of the Painter. 

The Orator brings the Abbe de Fleury to Court, 
almoft juft upon his leaving College. Jfter having 
acquired the Riches of Litter ature^ drawn from their 
Sources the Beauties of the Language of Rome and 
Athens, penetrated into the Depths of Religion^ the Abbi 

de Fleury appears at Court ^here thefirjt Step he 

makes in thofe intricate Paths, one would think he bad 
traced them a tboufand Times ■ IVith one Glance he 

dives into the Myjlery of Cabals -, he lays hold of the Knot 
of all Intrigues : He difcerns the Competition and Oppofi* 
tion of all Inter ejls: He brings to Court the Talents that 
are ufually fought there. 
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It is not very eafy, I confefs, to conceive how a Man 
come diredly fron;i College to Court, can be at once 
a confummate Courtier : But it was the Element of the 
Abbe de Fleury ; . he there appeared, fays the Orator, 
with that happy Phyfiognom'^^ and that I don^t know what 
en his Forehead^ which prcpoffefles Mens Minds, which 
opens their Hearts. Societies of the fineft Tajie receive 
bimy call him, invite him % the Houfes of the Greaty the 
Palaces of Princes open to the Abbe de Fleury. All 
thefe Openings therefor could not but fliorten the Road 
confiderably -, and fo the Phenomenon is explained. 

One would not however imagine, that fo diftin- 
guifhed a Vocation for the Court* in a Man, who was- 
its Darlings (hould have ended only in a Bilhopric in 
the Mountains of Provence. But being recalled to be 
the King's Preceptor, we fee him ftraightway g(? with 
a flow Pace to the firfi Emplo'jments of the State. He 
arrives at them at length, c(irried along by the Courfe of 
Events, and this Prodigy of Elevation is the Work of 
rime, the Price of Years. But then what Talents, 
what Capacity is all at once difclofed ! Talents fuperior 
:o all thofe of the moft: expert Minifters, of the 
Mazarins, of the Richelieus; a Vivacity, a Juftnefs, 
in Extent of Judgment, a furprizing Memory, an 
Jmoft incredible Multiplicity of almoft incompatible 
Cnowledges, Commerce, Finances, War, Marine, Juft- 
ce. Religion, Interefts of Princes ; he is perfeft ^4after 
if all thefe Subjefts : He knows the Manners, the Cha- 
after, the Genius of all Nations. // might be faid of 
he Cardinal de Fleury that he dwelled in all Parts of 
Europe, that he was educated at all the Courts, that he 
seated with all the Miniflers, that he converfed with all 
he learned Men, that he ajftfted at all the Councils, You 
;e. Madam, that this Elogium is not at all exaggerated. 
I doubtlefs were difficult to believe there was but one 
Ian here in queftion, or this might be imagined the 
)efinition of a Minijler that does no where exift : But 
le Regrets of the Nation do but too much juftify the 
Wtraiture. 

L 2 The 
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^e Knowledge of Men^ adds the Orator, was iha^ 
of the Cardinal dt- Fleury •, and perhaps no Man was lefs 
known than he. We fee indeed by che Choice of thofe 
who fill moft of the great Employments, that he had 
the Difcernmcnt of Men. As for him, though there 
were no Veils^' no Clouds^ no Myfleries in bis Condu£f^ as 
the Orator faid higher, he neverthekfs was impenecra^ 
ble. 

I Ihould never have done, were I to infifl: on all 
the Parts that (truck me in the different Pidures of the 
Cardinal, Pidures fo varied by their different Lights, 
yet fo like in refped of their Obj d. But I fancy I have 
faid enough to flop the Mouths of Crnfars. Let me 
only add that if there is any Merit in finding Faults 
in a Performance, it is far inferior to that of dilcerning 
its Beauties: In a Word, the Difficulty of the Art of 
commending, and the Facility of Criticifm •, thefe two 
Arts compared together will enable you tO judge ot.thc 
Funeral Oration^ and of the Cenfure paffed upon it, 
/ amy with great Refpe£f^ 
Madam, 
Tour moft bumble^ 
I jind moft obedient Servant 

^he Chevalier de M * * *. 

P. S. You'll perhaps find a little too much Vanity 
in a Reflexion which now efcapes me, and which I can no 
longer contain. But you muft know. Madam, that 
fince I have read the Funeral Difcourfe^ my Style me- 
thinks is bolder, and much lefs jejune, lefs dry ; I will 
not prefume to fay, richer and more copious. As I 
may therefor have infenfibly catched a Tindure of 
that great Model, I may apply to myfelf that com- 
fortable Saying of an Ancient : IVbilft I admire him^ 
1 almoft transform m'jfelf Into him*. 

♦ I have not been able to difcover in any Author, not tven in 
the Polyantbeay whence the ^fologift has taken this Paffage j if it 
is not an Allufion to' thefe Words of one oi Cicero* % Iietters, Dm 
ilium rideOi pene fum fa£ius ille, 

TheEnd of the REFUTATION. 
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Marquis of A—, &c. 



METHINKS, Sir, I fee renewed in our 
Days, what happened long ago at Rome^ 
fome Months after the Death f^Cato. Cicera 
made the Funeral Elogy of that great Man, and his 
Performance was received by the Public with inaedi- 
ble Applaufes. This Cefar highly-Tefentiftg, obliged 
Hirtius to write a Refutation of that Difcourfe which 
gave him fo great Difpleafure. Brutus stnd Fabius Cal- 
lus^ of their own accord, compofed alfo fomething on 
the Subjeft : But neither their Criticifm, that of ///>- 
tius^ nor that which Cefar himfelf afterwards made upon 
it, none of thefe, I fay, did Harm to the Reputation 
of the Panegyrift : Nay, their Cenfures did him Ho- 
nour. For Cefarj though the warmed of all to con- 
demn the Elogy, could not forbear comparing it with 
whatever P(?nV/f J znd Theramenes had produced m oft 
Ihining and happieft in that Kind. 

You here muft doubtlefs difcover under the Name 
of Cato the Cardinal de Fleury j Cicero reprefents to 
you the Father de Neuville, who his lately given us 
the Elogy of that Cardinal. Cefar-like^ you command 
me to examine that Elogium, and affigning me the 
Part of Hirtius^ you force me to give you my 
Opinion of a Difcourfe, which none is a better Judge 
of than yourfelf. 

I do not difown, that there is in this, as in every Kind 
of Comparifon,. fome Difference of Proportions, and 

this 
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this 1 fliall prefently fpccify. For if you did not accufe 
me of a Defed in J uftnefs, ydu might think me guilty 
of an Exccfs of Flattery ; but I hate as much that mean 
Complaifancc which dcbafes the Heart, as I am jealeus 
of that cxaft Difccmment which is the Glory, of a 
fofid Judgement. 

I do not pretend here to eftimate the Merit of Cato^ 
nor that of the Cardinal de Fleury, They both loved 
their Country, but Cato was fevere, temperate, ftern, 
inexorable, and though a Man of die beft Intentions, 
he did Harm to his Republic by his Inflexibility. The 
Cardinal on the contrary was affable, eafy, engaging 
I leave you. Sir, to finifh the Difparity, who jire 
much more capable of doing it. 

The Father de Neuville^ ftriftly fpeaking, is nqt the 
Cicero of our Age ; but our Age affords very few 
Orators, who come nearer to Cicero than that Father. 
And here I fay nothing but what is fupported by the 
Suffrages of all France, and not one of our Wits can 
contradift me, without fhewing himfclf meanly jealous 
of the Talents of that Orator. 

I might poflibly. Sir, find in yodr Inclination to 
Arms, add Love of Learning, a confiderable Refem- 
blance of Ce/ar^ Cefar as he was ; but I here find a 
very fenfible Difference between you and Cefar, a 
Difference that pleafes me much ; which is, that no 
Motive of Hatred or ReVenge prompts you to require 
my Sentiments of the Elogy of the Minifter we have 
loft. 

I fee nothing but my own Parallel with Hirtius 
that does not hold: This was one of the moft diftia* 
guiflied Men in Rome for a fure and delicate Tafte. 
But 'tis fufHcient for me to refemble him, by my 
fubmiffive Obedience to your Commands. This 
Obedience is a Merit, and the only Merit indeed, that 
I have to boaft wich You. 

I proceed therefore. Sir, to give you the Satisfaftioa 
you require, and whilft, feveral other Critics, voluntarily, 
and undcfired, affume the Charaifler of Brutus and 
Fabm Callus, and are ready to impugn the Father de 

Neuville 
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Neuvilk^ I iball communicate to you a few Reflexions 
I hav6 made on "his Kfcourfe. You have doubtJefs 
forefeen, that, as 1 was not able by my Elogies to add 
ought to the Triumph of that Orator, what fuited 
me bed was to contribute fomcthing to it by my 
Certfure. So id the Triumphs of the Roman Em- 
perors, fome Perlbns were employed to deafen them 
with idle Satyrs. I conftnt however to the Ufe you arc 
pleafed to make of my Talents ; but through the 
Courfe of this Letter, I beg you may remember that I 
fhould have been proud of being the Author of the 
very Paflages ! flball find fault with^ and that I am in 
fome fort pleafed with the Defefts I fliall be obliged to 
remark in that Performance. 

Never was there a happier Text than that of the Fu- 
neral Oration. But I could have wiflied the Orator 
had not abandoned it as ufelefs, after laying it opea 
with a good deal of Care, and that he had drawn from 
it the Subftance at leaft of his Divifion. But though 
he has not done, this I fuppofe he could have done it. 

The Divifion he makes is much better illuflrated 
by the Proofs, than itjs at firft in the general 
Propofirion, where the Terms, Merit, Services, Ta- 
lents, Virtues, are not different enough from each 
other to give a diftind Notion of the fcveral Heads 
it is expefted to promife. 

Every Particular of the Difcourfe, is moft accurately 
difpofed. The Fads, without being formally ranged, 
are well diftributed, in fuch a Manner as to ktv^ 
always as Proofs, and fo that they could not have 
been more harurally placed than where they are in- 
ferted. ' The Orator has perfedlly obfcrved Horaces 
Precept ; 

Utjam nunc dicatjam nunc delentia did. 

No Part of the Difcourfe borrows any thing from the 
reft. This would more evidently appear, were I to 
refolve the Oration, by reducing it to thofe firft 
Sketches the Author chalked out for his Plan. But 
this would bz tedious to You, Sir, who fo perfedly 
M upderflan^ 

Digitized by LjOOQlC 



C S2 1 

underftand its whole Occonomy. By this it is you be- 
gin ufually to judge of a Performance ; and it is indeed 
the true Merit of a Work to be well fcaffoldcd ; for 
otherwife Reafon itfelf has no Beauty, Wit ftrays at 
random, Style is unconnefted, there is no Body, no 
thing to be fcen but diflocated Members that have 
neither Soul nor Life. DisjeSlt membra Poeta. 

I have not a little admired the Addrefs of the Ora- 
tor, who has fo much the Art of drawing from his 
Subjfd whatever can enhance the Merit of ic. The 
moil common Things by palling through his Hands 
become. Prodigies. He enlarges, difpolcs, poliflies, 
fees in the fined Light whatever can rcfleft Honour 
upon his Hero, and he runs with a graceful Swiftnefi 
over any thing he finds capable of oppofing the hap- 
py and feducing Vivacity of his Genius. 

I could have wjflied the Style of the Performance 
in queftion had been more compafk ; for then it would 
have been more nervous. His copious Fertility charms 
me, but yet it is faulty •, for without adding any thing 
to the Senfe, it does but multiply the Expreffions. It 
is an aftonifhing Profufion^of Words, which ihines 
however and dazzles ; but it wearies, it fatigues. The 
Father de Neuville. mu& doubtlefs compofe with Faci* 
lity. His eafy and natural Manner (hews him a Pcr- 
fon of a lively and fruitful Imagination, which, with- 
out running after Expreffions too often rebellious, finds 
them in Crouds in its own proper Fund, and has but to 
let them (if I may fo fay) range themfclves in order 
of their own accord, like the Stones under the Lyre of 
Amphion. This Talent is rare, but it is not fo happy 
a one as it appears. I like much better a Genius which 
bringsforth with Difficulty, which ftruggles with itsfirft 
Ideas, which culls, which reje6b, which chulcs, which re- 
jefts again, which chufcs anew, and which labours, till 
at length it find the Expreffion, which alone is proper to 
render its Thought: For there is but one Expreffion 
that can rightly render it \ all others are infignificant, 
and ferve only tp divert the Attention of the Hearers. 
Jiivers and Torrents in thclmpctuofity of their Courfc, 

generally 
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generally carry Mud or fome foreign Bodies along 
ra^icb them • Whereas an Alembic, notwichftariding 
ffhe Heat that enflames it, runs Drop by Drop ; but 
[then it gives nothing but the pureft Eflence of the 
Simples it contains. 

Whoever has the good Fortune to difcern the Great, 
the Perfeft, dares never flatter himfelf that he has at- 
tained to it. Hence thofe Efforts of an exaft and fcru- 
pulous Delicacy ; and hence alfo that judicious Di- 
ilindlion, thofe correft, but bold Strokes, that ever 
happy Preiference of the Neceflfary to the Agreeable, 
thofe Mailer- Touches, in (hort, which appear lefs the 
Work of the Author, than of Nature herfelf. For 
Nature in all Things contents herfelf with little ; fhc 
enjoins no lefs a prudent Temperance for the Mind, 
than for the Body. Whatever is fuperfluous enervates 
both the one and the other, diminilhes their Strength, 
and impairs their Vigour. 

What I fay of the Father de Netruille^s Terms, which 
are generally accumulated upon each other, may be 
equally faid of his Thoughts. In thefe too I find fome 
Pleonafm. When he has once laid hold"of an Idea, 
he is very loth to part with it ; he particularizes it, he 
models, and remodels it, though he has already adorn*' 
cd it, he ftill embcllifhcs it over and over again. This 
Fertility proceeds from the fame Source, or perhaps 
may be owing to the Clafhing of his Ideas, which hin- 
ders him from perceiving immediately his Objedl with 
that fteady and piercing Glance that fees the whole of 
it at once, and that beftows no more Touches in paint- 
ing it, than it has been Moments in examining it. One 
would be apt to fay that he firlt feels what he has a 
Mind to reprefent; he difcovers one Side, and ob- 
ferves it ; then another, and he confiders it i a third 
prefents itfelf, and he dwells upon it ; and fo Step by 
Step he arrives at making a pleafing Pidlure, but one 
in which we diftinguifli the Joinings of the Colours, 
and as it were Hatchings which divide the Objcdl, and 
which hinder it from being fecn in its full Extent j 
Animum pSlurd fafcU inani. 

M2 Hence 
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Hence it comes, as I have fevcrat Times obferved, 
that one goes away empty from his Difcourfes. He 
dwells upon the Stwface or Things. Has Notions amufe, 
but make no Impreffion, being too foft, fo to fpeak, 
too light and too trifling, they touch only tlie Imagin- 
ation, and do not fubdue the Judgment^ which it is 
of greatcft Moment to move and ro convince. 

I would fain have the Father de Neuville to be left 
fruitful: This is the only Fault I find in him. He 
would go more fafcly and more fwiftly to hi&^ Mark, 
did he imitate thofe Pilots, who, in order to row more 
nimbly, throw Part of their Riches into the Sea. To 
lofe in this Manner is to gain. 

He would thereby diminilh ttie number of his An- 
tlthefes, which I do not abfolutely blame*, but the 
naufeous Frequency of which he muA allow me to 
condemn. The Beautiful, if not rare, ceafes almofl: 
to be beautiful ; and in painting of the noble PalBons, 
Points and witty Turns do always hurt to the Pathetic. 
In his Piftures every thing without Exception is Jingle 
and Antithefis. And were thefe Piftures. of a graver 
and more fcrious Caft, would they not be more lively, 
more paffionate, more varied ? WouFd they not have 
more Majefty, nay perhaps more Harmony? A florid 
Way of writing, faid long ago M.dt Fenelony ntvcr at- 
tains to the Sublime. Art dithooours and betrays itfelf 
by (hewing iifclf. 

The Father de Neuville feems to have drawn his 
own Portraiture in the Difcourfe we are examining. 
T^bofe Men^ fays he, wbofe lively ^ ferlile^ elevated Ima' 
ginaiion^ brings forth without Dijicuity tliofe happy Turns^ 
thofe fine and delicaie Reflexions^ thofe bold Strokes^ that 
Greats that Moving, that Sublime^ which ravijhes^ which 
touches^ which tranf'orts^ which enchants %' the Beauties 
of their Style^ Beauties fimple and natural^ Beauties noble 
and exalted^ have ail the Embellifhment^ all the Ornaments 
of Art% but nonexjf the Conjlraint and Servitude of it\ 
Nothing fmells of Effort^ of Labour^ &c. This Piflure 
is fo much the likcr, that the very Style the Orator 
has cn>ploycd in it, fpcaks precifcly the Style that is 

peculiar 
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peeuli^F to Mtn. IffMt mmj Exprefims^ }nm tMHf 
Term^t how manf Sjrnonymics^ in- fo' few WcJix3^ 

I therefor am not at 2tli farprfecd. ^ Ac htWJCT- 
tuffe, (han F fay^ or che Obfeuricy, fcm^rtmes* W fee 
obftrrvcd in bfe Phrafe^. Gopiawfiiefc ufaaWf creaies' 
Conftifion. I ffiotfld^in o«c my Lctfer » too^gf^H a 
Length, did i here mention* aft. the Faflbgcs^ of fihisr 
DHcoarfe, thac I haw bcc» ob!igpd.to^ rca<f twice over 
before I could undicpffamf them^ TfceFat*eri^-A^- 
ville w^nts to lofe Nothing, and wants always to dazde. 
And he dkzzles fometimes fo exceilively that it is no 
longer poflible to follow him. 

I (hall* conclude. Sir, without (laying to remark 
fome Expre(fions of this Difcourfe, which have ap- 
peared to me not French. One of the Conliruftions 
that moft (hocked me, and which is certainly not in 
the Rules of our Language, is that of the long, and per- 
plexed Period with which he introduces his firil Part: 
To arrive at the moft eminent Dignities of Church and 
State J to pojfefs all the Titles and Honours that Priefthood 
and Empire can ieflofun ; vohen Provideme is plea/ed to 
prefent to the IVorld thefe Prodigies cf Elevation ^ftraight- 
way Ambition eager to propoje to herfelf a Model eafj to 
be imitated^ Envy &c. 

Thefe Negligences of Style fervealfo to (hew us, that 
it is very hard to attain to abfolute Pcrfeftion. The 
greatcHGeniufes have always fome Weakncfs that (inks 
them to the Level of thcVulgar, as far as they furpafs it by 
the Superiority of their Talents. They ate like Mofes'$ 
Bu(h that burned with Fire, which Fire however could 
not confume its Thorljs, 

The ^2ithtr de Neuville has Faults. Who wants 
fome ? But Faults he would have, though there were 
Some free from them. I know fewGeniufesfo happy, 
and which have at once more Boldnefs and Elevation, 
more Lofcinefs and Vehemence, more Turn and De- 
, hcacy. But how much more admirable is he ftill for 
his Modefty ! I am fure he would not dcfpife even my 
Remarks, (hould he ever happen to fee them. He 
would not do as the Gladiators of old, who appealed 

to 
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to the People againft their Antagonifts that were like 
to get the better of them. He would rather imitate 
the younger Pliny^ whofe natural Graces and (miling 
Fecundity he revives. He would prefer the Opinion 
of a difinterefted Man of Letters to the Approbation 
of a rude illiterate Multitude. Ego emm^ faid Pliny^ 
mnfopulum advocare^ fed certos eUSlofque Soles^ quos in- 
tueoTj quibus credam^ quosdeniquei^ tanquamftngdosob^ 
fervemj &f tanquam mnftngulos timeam. 

I am^ 

Sir^ &c* 



The End of the LETTER. 
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SOME 

REFLEXIONS 

Upon the preceding 

L E T T E R 

TH E Criticifm upon the celebrated Funeral 
Oration of the Cardinal de Fleury, contained 
in the late Letter to the Marquis of K de- 

fcrves, methinks, a few Animadverfions. I (hall (ion- 
tent myidf with examining it in itfelf, leaving to others 
the Care of comparing it with thofe which have already 
appeared. 

The Criticifm in queftion may be confidercd, with 
refpeft to the Judgments of the Author, and with 
and refped to .the Style and Oeconomy of the Criti- 
cifm. I (hall not here enter int© an exaft Difcu(fion 
of the Judgments the Author pa(res upon different 
Paflages of the Funeral Oration. For in them all, 
he is in a Manner, the Echo of the Public: It is 
an Honour to him, however, to have chimed in 
fo luckily with it. We find that though the Author 
of the Letter has intended to criticize the Father de 
Neuville^ yet he himfelf makes an Encomium on 
him, which muft needs flatter that Orator. It is only 
with Reluftance ind in Obedience to a Friend's Com- 
mands, that he takes upon him to pierce through the 
deceitful Cover which hides fome flight Imperfedions. 
It is, in (hort, with the greateft Deference that he 
commences Cenfor of a Performance, the very Faults 
whereof he would willingly honour. But how can he 
poflibly refift Cefar*$ Commands ? It was the Name of 
the Friend that induced Hirtius to make a Criticifm on 

N the 
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the Funeral Elogy of the Ca^o of France^ pronounced 
by the modern Cicero : 

I do not know whether that Friend, whofe Ac- 
quaintance I do not pretend to, Cefar as be is^ would 
agree to the Juftnefs of the Comparifon. That happy 
j/^egbry of the Author is perhaps, the Fruit ;of long 
and mature Refleiton : it is not eafy ta part with a 
Thought, which has cod fome Trouble to find : The 
very Difficulty oftentimes conftitutes its fole Merit. 

The Author acknowledges in the Father de Neuville 
a furprizing Fertility, a prodigious Viyacity of Geni- 
us, ah Imagination full of Fire. But he feems to 
condemn that Fertility:- Too great (^Toufnefs^ pro- 
duces Confufion. He fometimes is in love with the 
Flights of a wai'm Imagination : But he would have 
the Judgment to keep it within Bounds, and to mode- 
rate its Tranfports : He knows that Paffion, impatient 
of Conftraint, has a Language peculiar to itfelf -, but 
when grpwn too ingenious, it ftudics the Thought too 
much, and fo inftead of ftriking the Soul, it does but 
tickle the Wit. The Beautiful^ as the .Author very 
well obferves, ceafes to he beautiful^ if it be not rare : Art 
is requifue through the whole; but the greateft Art is 
that of concealing it. Now I am perfuaded. Sir, that, 
as great a Partifan as you are of the Father de Neuville^ 
you will agree with me as to the Truth of thefe Judg- 
ments. 

, But here is a fecohd Reflexion that is indeed impJyM 
in the former, and .which is no lefs true. You (hall 
yourfclf be Judge of it. The Father de Neuville 
crouds his Phraft;s with Epithets, with Synonymies; 
his peculiar Fertility renders fometimes his Phrafes 
heavy. It is true that Concifenefs is often the Mother 
of Obfcurity, but it is likewife true that Obfcurity 
proceeds fometimes from Prolixnefs. This is manifcft 
from the Example of the Father de Neuville \ who by 
ftiining too bright, dazzles ; and he that dazzles gene- 
rally blinds. 

The Author of the Criticifm, affedling an extreme 
ILeferyednei^ in his Judgments, is always afraid of 
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faying too much, and (o never fays enough: One. 
may cafily perceive that he feeks to excufe the Detedls 
of the Father de Neuville. But litterary Politenefs does 
by no means require fo much Complaifance. Pidures 
ought not to be ornamented with FloUriflies; nay it is 
oftentimes proper to give every Thing its own Name, 
At the fame Time I would not brand a number of 
Faffages of the Funeral Oration^ with the contempti- 
ble Appellation of Fuftian ;' but I Would willingly call 
them pretty little Nothings couched in pompous 
Words. 

The Critic pafles feveral other Judgments on the 
Father de Neuville ; he takes Notice of fome Negli- 
gences of Style, and of fome vicious Conftruftions : 
He finds out that the Heads of the Divifion are much 
better explained in the Proofs.' This Obfervation our 
Author might have made without any Conjuration ; 
and indeed it fo naturally prefents itfelf, that he might 
have faved himfelf the Trouble of propofing it. It is 
not very furprizing that the Proofs explain the Divi- 
fion, as the Defign of them is only to reprefent at 
large, what is there laid down in Little. Now after 
fpeaking of the Judgments the Critic pafles upon the 
Father de NeuUille, I proceed to take fome Notice of 
the Critic himfelf. 

Though I have not the Honour of the Gentleman's 
Acquaintance, yet without running great Rifle of being 
out in my Conjedures, I may venture to affirm that 
his Letter fpeaks its Author a young Man. We muft 
however do Juftice* to hfe Merip and allow with 
Pleafure, that th^re is obfervabje, Jn it a Maturity of 
Judgment, and a very promifing-Tindure of Atticifm. 
But his Style is ndt every whet;e equal, and is not 
fufiiciently correft. Befides this, the whole Perform- 
ance difcovers a little Affedtatidn of Learning: But this 
Fault is excufable in a young Man, who has his Au- 
thors (till frefti in his [Vferaory. A little Converfation 
with the Learned World will refine that Tafte : The 
Firft-Fruits of an infant Pen will always find Favour 
with a candid Reader, Vrho is ready upon all Occafions 
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to ^bcAu'^agc h^PP7 EndeavQurs, withodt confoupding 
fhem by, a fharp and ill-nitured Cricicilp/ TJic* Au- 
thor on his 'Side has toopiuch'Senfe to take Offence at 
^n anoiiyinous Perfon, who prcfumes tp advife him 
t6 cultiva,te hiihapf^ Tajents; -ant;! to drive to correft 
\yj the feeding of (Ourjtleft'Aiifhors that College Air 
fo remote from th|it ^eleg^nt^ and cai^ Purity which 
d^ftinguilhcs our preijent ^y -^ \, 
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